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ORDINANCE NO.  15-2009 
 

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF SEMINOLE, FLORIDA, 
AMENDING IN ITS  ENTIRETY CHAPTER 66 OF THE CITY OF 
SEMINOLE CODE OF ORDINANCES RELATING TO SIGNS; 
CREATING CHAPTER 66, SIGN REGULATION;  PROVIDING A 
TITLE; PROVIDING FOR A PURPOSE, INTENT AND SCOPE; 
PROVIDING FOR DEFINITIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
COMPUTATION OF SIGN SIZE (AREA) AND SIGN HEIGHT; 
PROVIDING FOR REGULATION OF PROHIBITED SIGNS; 
PROVIDING FOR REGULATION OF NONCONFORMING 
SIGNS; PROVIDING FOR EXEMPTIONS; PROVIDING FOR 
BUILDING PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR THE SUBSTITUTION 
OF NON-COMMERCIAL SPEECH FOR COMMERCIAL 
SPEECH; PROVIDING FOR THE REQUIREMENT OF CONTENT 
NEUTRALITY AS TO SIGN MESSAGE (VIEWPOINT); 
PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION OF ILLEGAL SIGNS ON 
PUBLIC PROPERTY; PROVIDING FOR ADMINISTRATION 
AND ENFORCEMENT OF THE SIGN CODE; PROVIDING FOR 
THE REQUIREMENT OF SIGN PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR 
EXCEPTIONS FROM PERMITTING; PROVIDING THAT 
PERMITS ARE NOT REQUIRED FOR A CHANGE OF SIGN 
COPY; PROVIDING STANDARDS FOR SIGN PERMIT 
APPLICATIONS; PROVIDING STANDARDS FOR SIGN PERMIT 
APPLICATION REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR THE 
REQUIREMENT OF SIGN PERMIT FEES;  PROVIDING FOR 
INSPECTION, REMOVAL AND SAFETY OF SIGNS; PROVIDING 
FOR THE REVOCATION OF SIGN PERMITS UNDER CERTAIN 
CIRCUMSTANCES; PROVIDING FOR MISCELLANEOUS 
SAFETY REQUIREMENTS; PROVIDING FOR APPEALS TO 
THE BOARD OF ADJUSTMENT; PROVIDING THAT 
APPELLATE DECISIONS ARE DEEMED FINAL, SUBJECT TO 
JUDICIAL REVIEW; PROVIDING FOR THE REGULATION OF 
NON-CONFORMING SIGNS; PROVIDING FOR THE 
AMORTIZATION AND REMOVAL OF NON-CONFORMING 
SIGNS; PROVIDING FOR LAND USE CATEGORY SIGN 
REGULATIONS; PROVIDING FOR GENERAL REQUIREMENTS 
IN LAND USE CATEGORY SIGN REGULATION; PROVIDING 
FOR CERTAIN SIGN TYPES IN ALL LAND USE CATEGORIES; 
PROVIDING FOR SIGN REGULATION IN RESIDENTIAL, 
MIXED USE, AND PUBLIC/SEMI-PUBLIC LAND USE 
CATEGORIES; PROVIDING FOR SIGN REGULATION IN 
COMMERCIAL AND INDUSTRIAL LAND USE CATEGORIES; 
PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY IN GENERAL; PROVIDING 
FOR SEVERABILITY WHERE LESS SPEECH RESULTS;  
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PROVIDING FOR SEVERABILITY OF PROVISIONS 
PERTAINING TO PROHIBITED SIGNS; PROVIDING FOR 
SEVERABILITY OF PROHIBITION ON BILLBOARDS; 
PROVIDING FOR NON-SUBSTANTIVE MODIFICATIONS THAT 
MAY ARISE AT PUBLIC HEARING; AND PROVIDING AN 
EFFECTIVE DATE. 

 
 WHEREAS, the City of Seminole’s City Council has determined the need to 
update and revise its Code relative to signs; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to ensure that the City’s Code as it relates 
to signs is in compliance with all constitutional and other legal requirements; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to prohibit certain sign types, including 
billboards; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that certain types of signs, particularly large 
signs, create a safety hazard by distracting motorists, pedestrians, and others; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to protect the safety of motorists, 
pedestrians, and others from distraction caused by signs; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that some signs, particularly 
large signs, detract from the aesthetic beauty of the landscape; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to preserve the aesthetic beauty of the City 
of Seminole; 
 
 WHEREAS, the regulation of signage for purposes of aesthetics has long been 
recognized as advancing the public welfare; 
 
 WHEREAS, as far back as 1954, the United States Supreme Court recognized 
that “the concept of the public welfare is broad and inclusive,” that the values it 
represents are “spiritual as well as physical, aesthetic as well as monetary,” and that it is 
within the power of the legislature “to determine that the community should be beautiful 
as well as healthy, spacious as well as clean, well balanced as well as carefully patrolled.” 
Justice Douglas in Berman v. Parker, 348 U.S. 26, 33 (1954); E.B. Elliott Advertising Co. 

v. Metropolitan Dade County, 425 F.2d 1141, 1151 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. dismissed, 400 
U.S. 878 (1970).  Florida has long recognized that outdoor advertising can be regulated to 
promote highway safety.  Likewise, Florida has sustained regulatory measures based on 
aesthetic considerations as promoting the general welfare. Longview Outdoor Advertising 

Co., LLC v. City of Winter Garden, Fla, 426 F.Supp.2d 1269, 1272 
(M.D.Fla.,2006) (“[i]t is clear that Winter Garden’s twin goal of furthering aesthetics and 
safety constitute substantial government interests.”); see also, Metromedia Inc., v. City of 

San Diego, 453 U.S. 490, 507-08 (1981),  (“[n]or can there be substantial doubt that the 
twin goals that the ordinance seeks to further-traffic safety and the appearance of the city-
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are substantial governmental goals.”); Southlake Prop. Assocs. Ltd. v. City of Morrow, 
112 F.3d 1114, 1116 (11th Cir.1997) (stating that aesthetics and safety have been 
recognized as significant governmental interests which support time, place, and manner 
restrictions on commercial signs); Harnish v. Manatee County, 783 F.2d 1535, 1539 
(11th Cir.1986) (stating that Metromedia and its progeny conclusively establish that 
aesthetics are a substantial governmental interest entitled to great respect): Dills, 674 F.2d 
at 1381 (“[I]t is well settled that substantial governmental interest exists in the promotion 
of both [aesthetics and traffic safety] ...”) The regulation of the size of signs and the 
prohibition of certain types of signs can be based upon aesthetic grounds alone as 
promoting the general welfare.  See for example, Merritt v. Peters. 65 So. 2d 861 (Fla. 
1953); Dade County v. Gould, 99 So.2d 236 (Fla. 1957);  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that aesthetics is a valid basis 
for zoning.  Courts in Florida have found that measures designed to enhance or maintain 
the aesthetic appeal of a community are a valid exercise of their police power and these 
measures bear a rational relationship to a legitimate purpose. “Florida has long 
recognized that local governments may legislate to protect the appearance of their 
communities as a legitimate exercise of their inherent police power.” City of Sunrise v. 

D.C.A. Homes, 421 So.2d 1084, 1085 (Fla. 4th DCA 1982); see also City of Lake Wales 

v. Lamar Adver. Ass'n of Lakeland, Fla., 414 So.2d 1030, 1032 (Fla.1982) (recognizing 
that “[z]oning solely for aesthetic purposes is an idea whose time has come; it is not 
outside the scope of the police power”); Metro. Dade County v. Section 11 Prop. Corp., 
719 So.2d 1204 (Fla. 3d DCA 1998) (reinstating administrative agency’s denial of a 
special exception to develop land with an industrial-looking mini self-storage facility, 
finding that aesthetics may be properly considered by the agency); Lamar-Orlando 

Outdoor Adver. v. City of Ormond Beach, 415 So.2d 1312, 1316 (Fla. 5th DCA 1982) 
(upholding an ordinance banning billboards and off-site advertising in Ormond Beach, a 
primarily residential community, as a valid exercise of the police power); Moviematic 

Indus. Corp. v. Bd. of County Comm'rs of Metro. Dade County, 349 So.2d 667, 669 (Fla. 
3d DCA 1977) (holding that  “zoning regulations which tend to preserve the residential or 
historical character of a neighborhood and/or to enhance the aesthetic appeal of a 
community are considered valid exercises of the public power as relating to the general 
welfare of the community”); City of Coral Gables v. Wood, 305 So.2d 261, 263 (Fla. 3rd 
DCA 1974) (recognizing that “[a]esthetic considerations have been held to be a valid 
basis for zoning in Florida” and finding that an ordinance prohibiting campers or other 
vehicles designed or adaptable for human habitation from being kept or parked upon 
public or private property within the City of Coral Gables unless confined in a garage, 
reasonable and constitutional); Sunad, Inc. v. City of Sarasota, 122 So.2d 611 (Fla.1960); 
Rotenberg v. City of Fort Pierce, 202 So.2d 782 (Fla. 4th DCA 1967); State ex rel. 

Boozer v. City of Miami, 193 So.2d 449 (Fla. 3d DCA 1967).   
 
 WHEREAS, the Florida Constitution provides that it shall be the policy of the 
state to conserve and protect its scenic beauty; 
 
 WHEREAS, the regulation of signage for purposes of aesthetics directly serves 
the policy of this state by conserving and protecting its scenic beauty; 
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 WHEREAS, the regulation of signage was originally mandated by Florida’s 
Local Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act in 
1985 (see Chapter 85-55, §14, Laws of Florida), and this requirement continues to apply 
to the City through Section 163.3202(2)(f) Florida Statutes; Lockridge v. City of 

Oldsmar, Fla., M.D.Fla.2005, 397 F.Supp.2d 1347, amended and superseded on 

reconsideration 475 F.Supp.2d 1240 (City did not act in bad faith under Florida law in 
denying permits sought by business to erect billboards under former ordinance, as would 
avoid dismissal on mootness grounds, following repeal of former ordinance, of business’s 
lawsuit seeking injunctive relief on grounds that ordinance violated free speech; City was 
required by law [163.3202(2)(f)] to maintain and enforce the Sign Ordinance, and there 
was no evidence that City amended the ordinance in a deliberate attempt to avoid legal 
challenge);  Lockridge v. City of Oldsmar, 2008 WL 926399 (11th Cir. April 7th 2008). 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the City adopted a Land 
Development Code in order to implement its Comprehensive Plan, and to comply with 
the minimum requirements in the State of Florida’s Growth Management Act, at Section 
163.3202, Florida Statutes, including the regulation of signage and future land use; 
  
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that pursuant to the policy of 
the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and the City’s Land Development Code it is required to 
regulate signage; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the City’s Land 
Development Code and its signage regulations were intended to maintain and improve 
the quality of life for all citizens of the City, and to implement the City’s Comprehensive 
Plan; 
  
 WHEREAS, the City’s Comprehensive Plan requires that the land development 
regulations ensure that commercial land uses (which would include signage) are located 
in a manner which ensures their compatibility with the type and scale of surrounding land 
uses; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Land Development Code provides maximum height restrictions 
on all structures which are defined in a way that includes signs, in its district regulations. 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the specific height 
limitations set forth in the sign regulations do not exceed the maximum height restrictions 
on structures (including signs) set forth in the zoning regulations, which are incorporated 
in the Sign Ordinance by reference; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to delete sections, subsections, paragraphs, 
subparagraphs, divisions, subdivisions, clauses, sentences, phrases, words, and provisions 
of the existing ordinance which are obsolete, and/or which have not been enforced, 
and/or which are not enforceable, and/or which are superfluous to the policies, objectives 
and goals of the City’s Comprehensive Plan, and/or which would be severable by a court 
of competent jurisdiction; 
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 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the City has allowed  
non-commercial speech to appear wherever commercial speech appears; and the City 
Council desires to codify that practice through the specific inclusion of a substitution 
clause that expressly allows non-commercial messages to be substituted for commercial 
messages; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that public policy and the 
public interest favor the eventual elimination of nonconforming uses; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the size, height, and 
other characteristics of signs can magnify their adverse impacts on both traffic safety and 
aesthetics; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that this ordinance will lessen 
hazardous situations, as well as confusion and visual clutter otherwise caused by the 
proliferation, improper placement, excessive height, excessive size, and distracting 
characteristics of signs which compete for the attention of pedestrian and vehicular 
traffic; 
 
 WHEREAS, the Florida Constitution states that it shall be the policy of the State 
to conserve and protect its scenic beauty, and the City Council finds and determines that 
the prohibition of the construction of billboards and certain other sign types, as well as 
the establishment and continuation of height, size and other standards for on-premise 
signs, is consistent with this policy; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that this ordinance will 
enhance the attractiveness and economic well-being of the City as a place to live, visit, 
and conduct business; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that billboards detract from 
the natural and manmade beauty of the City; 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the preservation of the 

City’s scenic beauty promotes tourism by establishing a visual attractiveness for the City 

and promoting its general economic and cultural development consistent with the City’s 

interest in beauty.  Indeed, in 2006 lawmakers drafted a bill to outlaw the planting of 

trees on the public right-of-way in front of billboards. Each sign would be guaranteed a 

500-foot-long view, uninterrupted by a single branch of leaf; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council agrees with the American Society of Landscape 
Architects’ determination that billboards tend to deface nearby scenery, whether natural 
or built, rural or urban; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council agrees with the courts that have recognized that 
outdoor advertising signs tend to interrupt what would otherwise be the natural landscape 
as seen from the highway, whether the view is untouched or ravished by man, and that it 
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would be unreasonable and illogical to conclude that an area is too unattractive to justify 
aesthetic improvement.  See, E. B. Elliott Adv. Co. v. Metropolitan Dade County, 425 
F.2d 1141 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. denied, 400 U.S. 878 (1970); John Donnelly & Sons, Inc. 

v. Outdoor Advertising Bd., 339 N.E.2d 709, 720 (Mass. 1975); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that billboards attract the 
attention of drivers passing by the billboards, thereby adversely affecting traffic safety 
and constituting a public nuisance and a noxious use of the land on which the billboards 
are erected; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that billboards are a form of 
advertisement designed to be seen without the exercise of choice or volition on the part of 
the observer, unlike other forms of advertising that are ordinarily seen as a matter of 
choice on the part of the observer.  See, Packer v. Utah, 285 U.S. 105 (1932); General 

Outdoor Advertising Co. v. Department of Public Works, 289 Mass. 149, 193 N.E. 799 
(1935), and the City Council acknowledges that the United States Supreme Court and 
many federal courts have accepted legislative judgments and determinations that the 
prohibition of billboards promotes traffic safety and the aesthetics of the surrounding 
area.  See, Metromedia, Inc. v. City of San Diego, 453 U.S. 490, 509-510 (1981) 
(“[b]illboards are fixed, permanent structures that are more intrusive to community 
aesthetics than portable sandwich boards. The externalities of billboards include 
perdurable visual pollution that pervades a substantial volume of our eyesight and grows 
into an unignorable part of our cultural landscape”); National Advertising Co. v. City & 

County of Denver, 912 F.2d 405, 409 (10th Cir. 1990); and Outdoor Systems, Inc. v. City 

of Lenexa, 67 F. Supp. 2d 1231, 1239 (D. Kan. 1999); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that by confirming in its 
ordinance that non-commercial messages are allowed wherever commercial messages are 
permitted, the City will continue to overcome any constitutional objection that its 
ordinance impermissibly favors commercial speech over non-commercial speech.  See, 

Outdoor Systems. Inc. v. City of Lenexa, 67 F. Supp. 2d 1231, 1236-1237 (D. Kan.1999); 
Infinity Outdoor Inc., v. City of New York, 165 F.Supp.2d 403, 416 (E.D.N.Y. 2001). 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that in order to reconfirm that 
the billboard regulations meet constitutional scrutiny, it is appropriate to amend the 
ordinance to emphasize the fact that non-commercial messages may be placed wherever 
commercial messages appear, that commercial speech is not favored over non-
commercial speech, and that any on-site or off-site sign permitted or allowed by law is 
allowed to contain non-commercial speech in lieu of any other speech; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to follow the Court’s advice in the Eleventh 
Circuit opinion of Granite State Outdoor Advertising v. The City of St. Petersburg, 348 
F.3d 1278, 1282-1253; (11th Cir. 2003), rehearing & rehearing en banc denied, 90 
Fed.Appx. 390, F.3d, 2003 WL 23190914 (11th Cir. Dec 29, 2003), and cert. denied      
S.Ct., 2004 WL 759321, 72 USLW 3644 (U.S. Jun 07, 2004), that although time limits 
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for sign permit reviews by city staff are not mandatory, in a content neutral Sign 
Ordinance, time limits are advisable; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council hereby finds and determines that anything beside 
the road which tends to distract the driver of a motor vehicle directly affects traffic safety, 
and that signs which divert the attention of the driver and occupants of motor vehicles 
from the highway to objects away from it, may reasonably be found to increase the 
danger of accidents, and agrees with the courts that have reached the same determination.  
See, In re Opinion of the Justices, 103 N.H. 268, 169 A.2d 762 (1961); Newman Signs, 

Inc. v. Hjelle, 268 N.W.2d 741 (N.D.1978); 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Council is mindful of the warnings from various studies 
regarding the effect on traffic safety of electronic, electronic changeable message and tri-
vision signs discussed in the September 11, 2001 report sponsored by the Federal 
Highway Administration entitled, Research Review of Potential Safety Effects of 

Electronic Billboards on Driver Attention and Distraction, and therefore, wishes to 
clarify its prohibition of these sign types.  See also, Final Report, A Critical, 

Comprehensive Review of Two Studies Recently Released By the Outdoor Advertising 

Association of America, prepared for: Maryland State Highway Administration, by Jerry 
Wachtel, CPE, President, The Veridian Group, Inc., Berkeley, California October 18, 
2007 (concluding that two traffic studies conducted by the outdoor advertising industry 
seeming to indicate that electronic billboards posed no traffic safety concern were both 
severely flawed in their methodology and thus unreliable in their conclusions.  On page 
13 of the report Veridian concludes that the outdoor advertising industry used 
“misleading and inconsistent reporting [showed] evidence of bias [and there was] 
evidence of internal errors and inconsistencies throughout the report”); Traffic Safety 

Evaluation of Video Advertising Signs, by Alison Smiley et al., Transportation Research 
record:  Journal of the Transportation research Board, No.  1937, 2005 (a major study of 
electronic signs in Toronto, which finds that “[o]n the basis of the eye fixation study and 
the public survey data, it is apparent that video advertising can distract drivers 
inappropriately and lead to individual crashes.”); Research Review of Potential Safety 

Effects of Electronic Billboards on Driver Attention and Distraction, September 2001, 
Federal Highway Administration, U.S. Department of Transportation (a summary of 
existing research (as of 2001), on the subject of the safety of electronic signs and a call 
for additional studies); Milwaukee County Stadium Variable Message Sign Study: 

Impacts of an Advertising Variable Message Sign on Freeway Traffic, December 1994, 
Wisconsin Department of Transportation (study of the dangers posed by an electronic 
sign in Milwaukee along I-94, that concluded that “It is obvious that the variable message 
sign has had an effect on traffic, most notably in the increase of the side swipe crash 
rate”);  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that municipalities may 
separately classify offsite and on-site advertising signs in taking steps to minimize visual 
pollution.  See, City of Lake Wales v. Lamar Advertising Association of Lakeland 

Florida, 414 So.2d 1030, 1032 (Fla. 1982); 
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 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that on-site business signs are 
considered to be part of the business itself, as distinguished from off-site outdoor 
advertising signs, and finds and determines that it is well-recognized that the unique 
nature of outdoor advertising and the nuisances fostered by billboard signs justify the 
separate classification of such structures for the purposes of governmental regulation and 
restrictions.  See, E. B. Elliott Adv. Co. v. Metropolitan Dade County, 425 F.2d 1141, 
1153 (5th Cir. 1970), cert. denied, 400 U.S. 878, 91 S.Ct.12, 27 L. Ed. 2d 35 (1970), 
quoting United Advertising Corp. v. Borough of Raritan, 11 N.J. 144, 93 A.2d 362, 365 
(1952); Clear Channel Outdoor, Inc. v. City of Los Angeles, 340 F.3d 810, 814 (9th Cir. 
2003);  Get Outdoors II LLC., v. City of Diego, 231 F.Supp.2d. 1250, 1264 (S.D.Cal. 
2005) (upholding both off-site and on-site distinctions, and the ban of billboards as 
constitutional);  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that a prohibition on the 
erection of off-site outdoor advertising signs will reduce the number of driver distractions 
and the number of aesthetic eyesores alone the roadways and highways through the City.  
See, e.g., E. B. Elliott Adv. Co. v. Metropolitan Dade County, 425 F.2d 1141, 1154 (5th 
Cir. 1970), cert. denied, 400 U.S. 878 (1970); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that billboard signs are public 
nuisances given their adverse impact on both traffic safety and aesthetics; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that billboards are a traffic 
hazard and impair the beauty of the surrounding area, and the prohibition of the 
construction of billboards will reduce these harms.  See, Outdoor Systems, Inc. v. City of 

Lenexa, 67 F.Supp.2d 1231, 1239 (D. Kan. 1999); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the presence of 
billboards along the federal interstate and the federal-aid primary highway systems has 
prevented public property in other jurisdictions from being used for beautification 
purposes due to view zones established by state administrative rule; 
 
 WHEREAS, Scenic America. Inc., recommends improvements in the scenic 
character of a community’s landscape and appearance by prohibiting the construction of 
billboards, and by setting height, size and other standards for on-premise signs.  See, 
Scenic America’s Seven Principles for Scenic Conservation, Principle #5; 
 
 WHEREAS, more than a hundred Florida communities have adopted ordinances 
prohibiting the construction of billboards in their communities in order to achieve 
aesthetic, beautification, traffic safety, and/or other related goals; 
 
 WHEREAS, five states, Alaska, Hawaii, Vermont, Maine, and Rhode Island, 
currently prohibit new billboard construction and are now billboard-free in an effort to 
promote aesthetics and scenic beauty. Oregon has adopted a statewide cap and replace 
law, meaning that no one may erect a new billboard until they remove an existing one.  If 
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a person wishes to erect a tri-vision billboard in Oregon, they must remove three static 
billboards; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that in order to preserve, 
protect and promote the safety and general welfare of the residents of the City, it is 
necessary to regulate off-site advertising signs, commonly known as billboard signs or 
billboards, so as to prohibit the construction of billboards in all zoning districts, and to 
provide that the foregoing provisions shall be severable; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the prohibition of 
billboards as set forth herein will improve the beauty of the City, foster overall 
improvement to the aesthetic and visual appearance of the City, preserve and keep open 
areas for beautification on public property adjoining the public roadways, increase the 
visibility, readability and/or effectiveness of on-site signs by reducing and/or diminishing 
the visual clutter of off-site signs, enhance the City as an attractive place to live and/or 
work, reduce blighting influences, and improve traffic safety by reducing driver 
distractions; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the business of outdoor 
advertising in the form of off-site signs, commonly known as billboards, is not now an 
approved use within the City or any of its zoning districts; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the prohibition on 
portable signs, including portable billboard signs (most commonly trivision or LED 
panels mounted on trucks driven through communities), reasonably advances the 
governmental goal of protecting the aesthetic environment of the City.  See, Harnish v. 

Manatee County, 783 F.2d 1535 (11th Cir. 1986) (superseded on other grounds by federal 
rule of civil procedure); and Don’s Porta Signs, Inc. v. City of Clearwater, 829 F.2d 1051 
(11th Cir. 1987), cert. denied, 485 U.S. 981 (1988);  City of Ladue v. Gilleo, 512 U.S. 43, 
54 (1994) (striking the city ordinance on other grounds). Federal and state courts have 
specifically identified portable signs as contributing to visual blight. E.g., Lindsay v. San 

Antonio, 821 F.2d 1103, 1109 (5th Cir.1987); Barber v. Mun. of Anchorage, 776 P.2d 
1035, 1038 (Alaska 1989) (upholding City ban on portable signs); Showing Animals 

Respect and Kindness et al., v. City  of West Hollywood, No. SC 091086 (Cal. App. 2nd 
District Sept. 9, 2008) (holding that the ban on mobile billboard advertising was 
constitutional); 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds that the prohibition of mobile billboard 
advertising within the City will promote the safe movement of vehicular traffic, reduce 
air pollution, and to improve the aesthetic appearance of the City; 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the City has consistently 
adopted and enacted severability provisions in connection with its Code provisions and 
that the City Council wishes to ensure that severability provisions apply to its land 
development regulations, including its sign regulations; 
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 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that off-site signs also known 
and commonly referred to as “billboards,” are not compatible with adjacent areas and are 
not an approved land use within any of the City’s zoning districts; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the following 
amendments are consistent with all applicable policies of the City’s adopted 
Comprehensive Plan; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the following 
amendments are not in conflict with the public interest; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the following 
amendments will not result in incompatible land uses; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that various arguments have 
been advanced in recent years that the permitting of signs is subject to “prior restraint” 
scrutiny under the First Amendment; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the City’s sign 
regulations are concerned with the secondary effects of speech including but not limited 
to aesthetics and traffic safety, and are not an intended to regulate viewpoints or censor 
speech, and for those and other reasons that the foregoing provisions are not subject to, or 
would not fail, a “prior restraint” analysis; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that there have never been 
delays in the City in connection with the permitting of signs, and there have never been 
delays in the City in connection with appeals from adverse permitting decisions involving 
signs; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that frivolous challenges to its 
provisions regulating signage might be advanced under the pretext that the City is 
unconstitutionally restraining free speech and that thus an argument of vested rights may 
be advanced by a sign permit applicant, and the City Council desires to amend and 
modify the Code to codify current practice and, to the fullest extent possible, ensure that 
a prior restraint claim cannot be advanced in good faith against the City’s sign 
regulations.  See, Tanner Advertising Group, L.L.C. v. Fayette County, GA, 451 F.3d 777 
(11th Cir. 2006) (holding: (1) that advertising company had no vested property rights in 
denied permit applications; (2) ordinance amendment rendered moot all challenges to 
ordinance but claim that ordinance granted unbridled discretion to county officials to 
define “[a]ttention-getting devices”; (3) but company lacked standing to challenge 
prohibition against “[a]ttention-getting devices.”) 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the Code’s severability 
clauses were adopted with the intent of upholding and sustaining as much of the City’s 
regulations, including its sign regulations, as possible in the event that any portion thereof 
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(including any section, sentence, clause or phrase) be held invalid or unconstitutional by 
any court of competent jurisdiction; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that under Florida law, 
whenever a portion of a statute or ordinance is declared unconstitutional the remainder of 
the act will be permitted to stand provided (1) the unconstitutional provisions can he 
separated from the remaining valid provisions, (2) the legislative purpose expressed in 
the valid provisions can be accomplished independently of those which are void, (3) the 
good and the bad features are not so inseparable in substance that it can be said that the 
legislative body would have passed the one without the other, and (4) an act complete in 
itself remains after the invalid provisions are stricken.  See, e.g., Waldrup v. Dugger, 562 
So. 2d 687 (Fla. 1990); Granite State Outdoor Advertising Inc., v. City of Saint Pete 

Beach, 322 F.Supp.2d 1335, 1342 (M.D. Fla. 2004) (severing out the offensive 
unconstitutional provisions and leaving the remaining sign ordinance intact);  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that there have been several 
judicial decisions where courts have not given full effect to severability clauses that 
applied to sign regulations and where the courts have expressed uncertainty over whether 
the legislative body intended that severability would apply to certain factual situations 
despite the presumption that would ordinarily flow from the presence of a severability 
clause; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council is aware that the failure of some courts to uphold 
severability clauses has led to an increase in litigation by billboard developers seeking to 
strike down Sign Ordinances in their entirety so as to argue that the developers’ 
applications to erect billboards must be granted; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires that there be an ample record of its 
intention that the presence of a severability clause in connection with the City’s sign 
regulations be applied to the maximum extent possible even if less speech would result 
from a determination that any exceptions, limitations, variances or other provisions are 
invalid or unconstitutional for any reason whatsoever; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires that there be an ample record that it intends 
that each prohibited sign-type continue in effect regardless of the invalidity or 
unconstitutionality of any, or even all other, provisions of the City’s sign regulations, 
other ordinance or Code provisions, or other laws, for any reason(s) whatsoever; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires that the prohibition on billboards continue 
in effect regardless of the invalidity or unconstitutionality of any, or even all other, 
provisions of the City’s sign regulations, other ordinance or Code provisions, or other 
laws, for any reason(s) whatsoever; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires that there be an ample record that it intends 
that the height and size limitations on free-standing and other signs continue in effect 
regardless of the invalidity or unconstitutionality of any, or even all other, provisions of 
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the City’s sign regulations, other ordinance or Code provisions, or other laws, for any 
reason(s) whatsoever; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council is aware that billboard developers seeking to attack 
a sign ordinance have often advanced an argument that the developer has a “vested” right 
to erect the billboards described in their permit applications, and argue that if they are 
successful in obtaining a judicial decision finding that the City’s entire Sign Ordinance is 
unconstitutional, it follows that they are entitled to build any sign described in the permit 
applications submitted under the “unconstitutional” ordinance, and argue that this result 
is mandated because when they applied for their permits there was no valid constitutional 
ordinance in place; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council desires to make it clear that billboards are not a 
compatible land use within the City and that there can be no good faith reliance by any 
prospective billboard developer under Florida “vested rights,” or any other theory, or law 
in connection with the prospective erection or construction of billboards within the 
jurisdictional limits of the City; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council has determined that the purpose and intent 
provisions of its signage regulations should be even more detailed than they are now so 
as to further describe the beneficial aesthetic and other effects of the City’s sign 
regulations, and to reaffirm that the sign regulations are concerned with the secondary 
effects of speech and are not designed to censor speech or regulate the viewpoint of the 
speaker; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to ensure that the City’s Land Development 
Code relative to signs is in compliance with all constitutional and other legal 
requirements; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to continue to restrict the height and size of 
freestanding signs, other than statutory signs and traffic control device signs as identified 
or described in the Manual on Uniform Traffic Control Devices (as amended and revised 
from time to time); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to continue to assure that billboards are 
effectively prohibited as a sign-type within the City; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to continue to assure that animated signs 
and flashing signs are effectively prohibited as sign-types within certain zones in the city 
where they are incompatible with safety and aesthetic requirements; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to continue to assure that portable signs are 
effectively prohibited as a sign-type within the City; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to continue to assure that snipe signs are 
effectively prohibited as a sign-type within the City; 
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 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to continue to assure that wind-activated 
signs are effectively prohibited as a sign-type within the City; 

 
 WHEREAS, the City Council wishes to continue to assure that revolving and 
rotating signs are effectively prohibited as a sign-type within the City; 
 
 WHEREAS, allowing exemptions or exceptions for certain signage based upon 
the function served by the sign (e.g., warning signs, directional signs, real estate signs, 
and other sign types described by function herein) is preferred to requiring permits for all 
such signs, or alternatively, banning all such signs; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the time limits regarding 
certain temporary signs have been consistently problematic to enforce and therefore, 
there has been a proliferation of these signs causing unsightly clutter to the City; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that because certain 
temporary signs have been problematic regarding enforcing their time limitations, these 
signs should require a permit provided for by a resolution of the City Council separate 
from this ordinance;  
 
 WHEREAS, under current jurisprudence.  See, e.g., Linmark Associates v. Town 

of Willingboro, 431 U.S. 85 (1977), on-site real estate signs, such as “for sale” signs 
should be allowed given the important role and unique function that real estate signs, 
such as “for sale” signs, perform on the premises where they are located; 
 
 WHEREAS, under current jurisprudence.  See, e.g., Ladue v. Gilleo, 512 U.S. 43 

(1994), signs that allow property owners, especially residential homeowners, to freely 
express a particular point of view on their own property should be reasonably 
accommodated and may be uniquely valuable; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that under current jurisprudence, 
election signs are generally accorded a higher level of protection under the First 
Amendment than any other classification or type of speech; 
 

 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that durational limitations on election 
signs, sometimes referred to as political signs, are frequently problematic when the 
limitations affect the posting of election signs prior to the election concerning the 
candidate or ballot issue to which they pertain, but durational limits requiring the removal 
of election signs following such election are generally permissible if such limits apply to 
other similar temporary signs.  See, e.g., Election Signs and Time Limits. Evolving Voices 

in Land Use Law, 3 Wash. U.J.L. & Policy 379 (2000); Robert A. Sedler, The Rehnquist 

Court and the First Amendment, Property and Speech, 21 Wash. U.J.L & Policy 123, 
n.98 (2006); McCormack v. Township of Clinton, 872 F.Supp. 1320 (D.N.J. 1994) 
(finding that regulations requiring removal of signs following an election are 
constitutional); Callier v. Town of Tacoma Washington, 854 P.2d 1046 (Wash. 1993) 



 

 14

(likewise, finding post election durational limits to be constitutional); But See, Curry v. 

Prince George’s County Md, 33 F.Supp.2d 447, 445 (M.Md. 1999) (finding that 
durational limits post election are problematic and may not be constitutional); Sugarman 

v. Village of Chester, 192 F.Supp.2d 282 (S.D.N.Y.2002) (ordinance requiring removal 
of election signs within 20 days of election deemed content-neutral where all temporary 
signs were subjected to durational limit of 14 days; election signs treated more 
favorably). See also, Solantic, LLC v. City of Neptune Beach, 410 F.3d 1250, 1264-65 
(11th Cir.2005) (sign ordinance requiring removal of election-related signs two days after 
election was content-based where other signs could remain indefinitely).  
 
 WHEREAS, it is the express intent of the City Council to have a court sever any 
durational limits from the Sign Ordinance where those limits apply to election or political 
signs in the event that the durational limits are found to be unconstitutional by a court of 
competent jurisdiction;   
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that free expression signs are 
sufficient to allow for political speech unrelated to particular candidates or ballot issues; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council intends to expressly provide that property owners 
may display at least one sign for free expression at all times, and to expressly provide that 
property owners may maintain signs displaying their support or opposition to political 
candidates and ballot issues before the election to which they pertain; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the exceptions and/or 
exemptions for real estate signs, free expression signs, political signs, and certain other 
sign types are not intended to diminish or lessen the City’s interests in aesthetics or traffic 
safety, but the same are adopted in recognition of the useful functions and practical needs 
served by such signage in the City’s commerce and/or in the political freedom that must 
be accorded its citizens to freely express their points of view and political desires as 
expressed in the above cites cases including, Solantic, LLC v. City of Neptune Beach, 410 
F.3d 1250, 1264-65 (11th Cir.2005); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes that under current jurisprudence its sign 
regulations may be under-inclusive in their reach to serve the City’s interests in aesthetics 
and traffic safety, while at the same time balancing the interests protected by the First 
Amendment.  See, e. g., Members of City Council v. Taxpayers for Vincent, 466 U.S. 789 
(1984); Cordes, Sign Regulation After Ladue: Examining the Evolving Limits of First 

Amendment Protection, 74 Neb.L.Rev. 36 (1995), and the City Council may from time to 
time modify the sign regulations herein so as to provide additional limitations to further 
serve the City’s interests in aesthetics and/or traffic safety; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the limitations on the 
height, size, number, and setback of signage, adopted herein, are based upon the sign 
types and sign functions; 
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 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that a seven (7) year 
amortization period is a reasonable time period to protect investment backed expectations 
and to allow signs that will be rendered non-conforming by the adoption of this ordinance 
to come into compliance; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that sign types described 
herein are related in other ways to the functions they serve and the properties to which 
they relate.  See Bond, Making Sense of Billboard Law: Justifying Prohibitions and 

Exemptions, 88 Mich.L.Rev. 2481 (1980); 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that limitations on various 
types of signs are also related to the zoning districts for the properties on which they are 
located; 
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that various signs that serve 
and function as signage for particular land uses, such as drive-thru restaurants, are 
allowed some additional features in recognition of the differing or special functions 
served by those land uses, but not based upon any intent to favor any particular viewpoint 
or control the subject matter of public discourse;  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council finds and determines that the sign regulations 
adopted hereby still allow adequate alternative means of communications;  
 
 WHEREAS, the City Council recognizes  that under current jurisprudence all 
non-commercial signs are considered to be on-premises signs;  
 
 WHEREAS, on May 18, 2009, the Developmental Review Board acting as the 
Local Planning Agency held an advertised public hearing and determined that the 
proposed ordinance is consistent with the City’s Comprehensive Plan and recommended 
that the proposed ordinance be forwarded to the City Council. 
 

NOW THEREFORE, be it ordained by the City Council of the City of Seminole, 
Florida as follows: 
 
 Section 1: Chapter 66 of the Seminole City Code of Ordinances is amended to 
read as follows:  

ARTICLE I. IN GENERAL 
 

Sec. 66-1. Definitions.  
 

The following words, terms and phrases, when used in this chapter, shall have the 
meanings ascribed to them in this section, except where the context clearly indicates a 
different meaning:  Unless specifically defined below or in the specific article in which 
they appear, words or phrases used in these regulations shall be interpreted so as to give 
them the meaning they have in common usage, and to give these regulations their most 
reasonable application.  One or more concept or thing may be referred to by different 
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names throughout this Code.  It should not be assumed that because one concept or thing 
may have different names that it is a separate concept or thing unless that is the most 
reasonable interpretation. 

 
The word "person" includes a firm, association, organization, partnership, trust, company, 
or corporation as well as an individual.  
 
The present tense includes the future tense, the singular number includes the plural, and 
the plural number includes the singular.  
 
The word "shall" is mandatory; the word "may" is permissive.  
 
The word "used" or "occupied" includes the words "intended," "designed," or "arranged 
to be used or occupied."  
 
The word "structure" includes the word "building," as well as other things constructed or 
erected on the ground, attached to something having location on the ground, or requiring 
construction or erection on the ground.  
 
The word "land" includes the words "water," "marsh," or "swamp." 
 

A-frame or sandwich sign means a portable sign ordinarily in the shape of an A or 
some variation thereof.  
 

Abandoned signs means signs on which is advertised a business that is no longer 
licensed, no longer has a certificate of occupancy, or is no longer doing business at that 
location or any other sign for any purpose for which the purpose has lapsed. If the sign is 
in compliance with building codes, then only the sign face will be considered abandoned.  

 
 Abandoned or discontinued sign or sign structure.  A sign or sign structure is 
considered abandoned or discontinued when its owner fails to operate or maintain a sign 
for a period of  ninety (90) days or longer.  The following conditions shall be considered 
as the failure to operate or maintain a sign:  (1) a sign displaying or advertising for a 
product or service which is no longer available, or displaying or advertising for a 
business which is no longer licensed, or (2) a sign which is blank or empty.  This 
definition of Abandoned Sign includes signs on which is advertised a business that is no 
longer licensed, no longer has a certificate of occupancy, or is no longer doing business at 
that location or any other sign for any purpose for which the purpose has lapsed. If the 
sign is a conforming sign in compliance with building codes and all other applicable City 
Ordinances, then only the sign face will be considered abandoned. 
 
 Advertising. means any form of public announcement Sign Copy intended to aid, 
directly or indirectly, in the sale, use or promotion of a product, commodity, service, 
activity, or entertainment, or real or personal property.  
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Area or surface area of signs.  means the square-foot area enclosed by a rectangle, 
parallelogram, triangle, circle, semicircle, other geometric figures, or other architectural 
design, the sides of which make contact with the extreme points or edges of the sign. The 
area of a sign composed of characters or words attached directly to a large, uniform 
building wall surface shall be the smallest rectangle, triangle, circle, parallelogram, other 
geometric figure, or other architectural design that encloses the whole group of words or 
characters.  
 Animated sign means any sign that includes action, motion, the optical illusion of 
action or motion, or color changes of all or any part of the sign facing, requiring electrical 
energy or set in motion by movement of the atmosphere or a sign made up of a series of 
sections that turn and stop to show two or more pictures or messages in the copy area, 
except time and temperature signs.  

 
 Animated sign.  A sign which includes action, motion, or color changes, or the 
optical illusion of action, motion, or color changes, including signs using electronic ink, 
signs set in motion by movement of the atmosphere, or made up of a series of sections 
that turn, including any type of screen using animated or scrolling displays, such as an 
LED (light emitting diode) screen or any other type of video display, even if the message 
is stationary. 

 
 Architectural detail means any projection, relief, change of material, window or 
door opening, exterior lighting, inlay, or other exterior building features not specifically 
classified as a sign.  The term includes, but is not limited to, relief or inlay features or 
patterns that distinguish window or door openings, exterior lighting that frames building 
features, and changes in facade materials to create an architectural effect. 

 
Artwork means drawings, pictures, symbols, paintings or sculpture that in no way 

identify a product or business and are not displayed in conjunction with a commercial, 
for-profit or nonprofit enterprise.  

 
 Artwork.  A two- or three-dimensional representation of a creative idea that is 
expressed in a form and manner as to provide aesthetic enjoyment for the viewer rather 
than to specifically convey the name of the business or a commercial message about the 
products or services offered on the property upon which the artwork is displayed.  All 
outdoor artwork shall conform to the maximum height and size restrictions in any 
particular zone in which it is located.  All outdoor artwork shall also conform to any 
applicable building and safety standards. 

 

Attached sign means any sign attached to, on or supported by any part of a 
building (e.g. walls, integral roof, awning, windows or canopy) that encloses or covers 
usable space.  

 
Attached sign.  Means any sign attached to, on, or supported by any part of a 

building (e.g., walls, awning, windows, or canopy), which encloses or covers useable 
space. 
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 Awning sign.  See canopy sign. 
 
Banner means any sign of lightweight fabric or similar material that is mounted to 

a pole, a wire or a building at one or more edges. Flags shall not be considered banners.  
 
Banner.  A temporary sign made of wind and weather resistant cloth or other 

lightweight material, intended to hang either with or without frames or in some other 
manner as not to be wind activated, and possessing characters, letters, illustrations, or 
ornamentations applied to paper, plastic or fabric of any kind.  Flags shall not be 
considered banners for the purpose of this definition. 

 
Beacon means a stationary or revolving light that flashes or projects light that 

flashes or projects illumination, single color or multicolored, in any manner which has 
the effect of attracting or diverting attention, intended to attract or divert attention; 
except, however, this term does not is not intended to include any kind of lighting device 
that is required or necessary under the safety regulations described by of the Federal 
Aviation Agency or other similar agencies.  This definition does not apply to any similar 
type of lighting device contained entirely within a structure and which does not project 
light to the exterior of the structure. 

 

Bench signs/bus shelter sign means a bench or bus shelter upon which a sign is 
drawn, painted, printed or otherwise affixed.  

 
Bench advertising sign.  An advertising sign appearing on a bench or on or 

adjacent to a public right-of-way. 
 

Billboard.  A sign structure and/or sign utilized for advertising an establishment, 
an activity, a product, service or entertainment, which is sold, produced, manufactured, 
available or furnished at a place other than on the property on which said sign structure 
and/or sign is located. 

 
Building setback line means a line beyond which no building may extend, as 

established by ordinance. A building setback line, in some instances, may coincide with 
the property line.  

 
Bulletin board means a sign of permanent character, but with removable letters, 

words, numerals or symbols, indicating the names or persons associated with, or event 
conducted upon, or products or services offered upon, the premises upon which such a 
sign is maintained. 

 
Bus shelter advertising sign.  An advertising sign appearing on a bus shelter or on 

or adjacent to a public right-of-way. 
 

Bus stop informational sign.  A freestanding or attached non-commercial sign 
located at a bus stop and providing information as to the route, hours or times of service.  
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Business establishment means any individual person, nonprofit organization, 
partnership, corporation, other organization or legal entity holding a valid occupational 
license and occupying distinct and separate physical space.  

Canopy (awning) sign means any sign that is a part of or attached to an awning, 
canopy, or other fabric, plastic or structural protective cover over a door, entrance, 
window or outdoor service area. A marquee is not a canopy.  

 
Canopy sign.   Any sign that is a part of or printed, stamped, stitched or otherwise 

applied onto a protective awning, canopy, or other fabric, plastic, or structural protective 
cover over a door, entrance, window, or outdoor service area.  A marquee is not a 
canopy. 

 
Changeable message means a portion of a sign whose message copy is changed 

manually or automatically in the field through the utilization of attachable letters, 
numbers, symbols and other similar characteristics.  

 
Changeable Copy Sign.  A sign that is designed so that characters, letters or 

illustrations can be manually changed or rearranged without altering the face or the 
surface of the sign. 

 
 City Council Designee.  As used in the Sign Regulations under Chapter 66 of the 
Seminole City Code, City Council’s Designee shall mean the individual designated by 
the City Council to administer the provisions of the Sign Regulations of the Land 
Development Code of the City of Seminole. 

 
Code administrator means the city official, or his designee, responsible for the 

administration, interpretation and enforcement of the building codes of the city.  
 
Commercial message.  Any sign wording, logo, or other representation or image 

that directly or indirectly names, advertises, or calls attention to a product, service, sale or 
sales event or other commercial activity. 

 
Construction sign means any sign giving the name of principal contractors, 

architects and lending institutions responsible for construction on the site where the sign 
is placed, together with other information included thereon.  
 

Construction sign.  A temporary on-premise sign identifying the ongoing 
construction activity during the time that a building permit is active and prior to 
completion of the work for which the permit was issued, and containing sign copy that is 
limited to the ongoing construction activity and identifying the contractor and/or any 
subcontractor engaged to perform construction activity on the site.  Construction signs 
shall not exceed six (6) square feet in sign area, and six (6) feet in height for single family 
residential properties, and thirty-two (32) square feet in sign area, and ten (10) feet in 
height for multifamily and nonresidential properties. 

 
Copy.  The linguistic or graphic content of a sign. 
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Changeable electronic variable message sign (“CEVM”).  A sign which uses 

electronic means to display changeable or intermittent images, such as by turning on or 
off various lighting elements including any illuminated sign on which such illumination 
is not kept stationary or constant in intensity and color at all times when such sign is in 
use. The term includes display technology such as LED or digital displays which can 
vary in color or intensity, or any system which is functionally equivalent. 

 
Directional/informational sign means either an attached or freestanding sign that 

exclusively contains information providing direction or location of any object, place or 
area including but not limited to, those signs indicating avenues of ingress/egress. Such 
signs shall not contain commercial information.  

 
Directional sign.  An on-site non-commercial sign directing the movement of 

pedestrian or vehicular traffic on the premises where it is located.  These signs may use 
words such as “entrance,” “exit,” “caution,” “no parking,” “one way only,” “no 
trespassing,” and the like, or arrows or similar graphics. These may be attached or 
freestanding. 
 

Directory Sign.  A non-commercial sign which lists the names and locations of 
occupants or the use of a building, limited to multi-tenant office buildings and 
complexes. 

 
Double-faced sign. means a A sign which has two display surfaces backed against 

the same background, one face of which is designed to be seen from one direction and the 
other from the opposite direction, every point on each face being either in contact with 
the other face or in contact with the same background.  

 
Election sign.  A temporary sign erected or displayed for the purpose of 

expressing support for or opposition to a candidate or stating a position regarding an issue 
upon which the voters of the City shall vote. 

 
Erect means to build, construct, attach, hang, place, suspend or affix, and shall 

also include the painting of signs.  
 
Erect.  To construct, build, raise, assemble, place, affix, attach, create, paint, 

draw, or in any way bring into being or establish: but it does not include any of the 
foregoing activities when performed as an incident to the change of advertising message 
or customary maintenance or repair of a sign. 

 
Exempt signs means all signs for which permits are not required, but which must, 

nonetheless, conform to the other terms and conditions of this chapter.  
 
Fixed aerial advertising sign.  Any aerial advertising medium that is tethered to 

the ground.   
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Flag. means a Any fabric, or similar material, banner or bunting containing 
distinct colors, patterns or symbols, used as an ornamental flag or as a symbol of a 
government, political subdivision, corporation, business or other entity and which is not a 
banner.  

 
Flagpole.  A pole on which to raise a flag. 

 
Flashing sign.  A sign that permits light to be turned on or off intermittently more 

frequently than once per every minute. 
 
Foot-candle.  A unit of measure of luminosity of a surface that is everywhere one 

foot from a uniform point source of light of one candle and equal to one lumen per square 
foot. 

 
Footlambert.  The centimeter gram second unit of brightness equal to the 

brightness of a perfectly diffused surface that radiates or reflects one lumen per square 
centimeter. 

 
Free expression sign.  A sign, not in excess of three (3) square feet in size (area) 

and the top of the sign is not more than three (3) feet off the ground if freestanding and 
communicating information or views of concern to the owner of the sign, or containing 
any other non-commercial message, that is otherwise lawful. 

 
 Freestanding sign means any sign supported by structures or supports anchored in 
the ground that are independent of any building or other structure.  
 

Freestanding sign.  A sign supported by structures or supports that are placed on 
or anchored in the ground or at ground level and which are independent of any building 
or other structure. 

 
Frontage means the length of the property line for a parcel that runs parallel to, 

and along, a road right-of-way or street exclusive of alleyways.  
 
Frontage, building means a single facade constituting length of building or that 

portion of a building occupied by a single office, business or enterprise abutting a street, 
parking area, or other means of customer access such as an arcade, mall or walkway.  

 
Garage or yard sale or garage-yard sign.   Any on-site temporary sign pertaining 

to the sale of personal property in, at or upon any residentially-zoned property located in 
the City.  Garage or yard sales shall include but not be limited to all such sales, and shall 
include the advertising of the holding of any such sale, or other offering to make any sale, 
whether made under any name such as garage sale, lawn sale, yard sale, front yard sale, 
back yard sale, attic sale, rummage sale, patio sale, moving sale, or any similar 
designation. 
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Gasoline price display signs means changeable message signs, typically mounted 
on the freestanding identification sign, which display the prices of gasoline for sale. 

 
Ground level means the level of finish grade of a parcel of land exclusive of any 

filling, berming, mounding or excavating solely for the purpose of locating a sign. 
Ground level on marina docks or floating structures shall be the finish grade of the 
landward portion of the adjoining parcel.  

 
Ground sign.  Any sign which is supported by structures or supports in or upon 

the ground and independent of support from any building; however, a ground sign shall 
include any sign which is partially supported by structures or supports in or upon the 
ground and independent of support from any building. 

 
Height means the vertical distance measured from ground level nearest the base of 

the sign to the highest point of the sign. 
 
Holiday and seasonal decorations.  Decorations that pertain to legal or other 

recognized holidays or to a season of the year. 
 

 Holographic display sign.  An advertising display that creates a three-dimensional 
image through projection, OLED (organic light emitting diode), or any similar 
technology. 
 

Identification sign means any sign that indicates no more than the name, address, 
company logo and occupation or function of an establishment or premises.  
 

Identification sign.  Any structural device, display board, screen, surface, or wall 
with characters, letters or illustrations placed, by any method or means whatsoever, 
where the material displayed is used only to indicate to the public the legal or exact firm 
name or the character of the business carried on therein.  Identification signs are subject 
to the size and height restrictions delineated elsewhere in this Code.  An identification 
sign is differentiated from a directory sign in that the identification sign identifies the 
occupant or use of an individual address or business premises.  Individual addresses or 
business premises may have both an identification sign and a directory sign. 

 
 Illuminated sign.  Any sign or portion thereof which is illuminated by artificial 
light, either from an interior or exterior source, including outline, reflective or 
phosphorescent light (including but not limited to plasma or laser), whether or not the 
source of light is directly affixed as part of the sign, and shall also include signs with 
reflectors that depend upon sunlight or automobile headlights for an image. 
 

Indirectly illuminated sign.  Any sign, the facing of which reflects light from a 
source intentionally directed upon it. 

 
Internally illuminated sign.  Any sign which has the source of light entirely 

enclosed within the sign not visible to the eye. 
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 LED Sign.  Any sign or portion thereof that uses light emitting diode technology 
or other similar semiconductor technology to produce an illuminated image, picture, or 
message of any kind whether the image, picture, or message is moving or stationary.  
This type of sign includes any sign that uses LED technology of any kind whether 
conventional (using discrete LEDs), surface mounted (otherwise known as individually 
mounted LEDs), transmissive, organic light emitting diodes (OLED), light emitting 
polymer (LEP), organic electro luminescence (OEL), or any similar technology.  

 
Local government means the county government and the municipalities within the 

county.  
 
Machinery and equipment signs.  Any sign that is integral to the machinery or 

equipment and that identifies the manufacturer of the machinery or equipment that is 
placed on the machinery or equipment at the factory at the time of manufacture. 

 
 Maintenance means the replacing, repairing or repainting of a portion of a sign or 
sign structure, periodically changing changeable copy or renewing copy that has been 
made unusable by ordinary wear or weather or accident. 
 
 Marquee.  Any permanent wall or roof-like structure projecting beyond a building 
or extending along and projecting beyond the wall of the building, generally designed and 
constructed to provide protection from the weather. 
 
 Marquee sign.  Any sign attached to a marquee. 
 
 Menu display sign.  A fully enclosed or otherwise protected from the elements 
sign structure, including but not limited to a box, shadow box or cabinet, attached to a 
wall or freestanding, which is used solely for the purpose of displaying restaurant menus.  
A menu display sign may be used for a restaurant without drive-through service and for 
transient lodging facilities which have restaurant facilities open to the general public in 
addition to the registered guests.  Menu display sign structures shall be limited to one per 
establishment. 

 
 Menu sign, drive-in.  An attached sign that is located at each drive-in stall or bay 
of a restaurant and which may provide a mechanism for ordering the products while 
viewing the sign. 
 

Menu sign for drive-through establishments means a freestanding or attached sign 
placed so as to be viewed from a drive-through lane and contains only a listing of 
products, with prices, offered for sale by the business, and may provide a mechanism for 
ordering products while viewing the sign.  
 
 Menu sign, drive-through.  A sign placed so as to be viewed from a drive-through 
lane and which contains only a listing of the products, with prices, offered for sale by the 
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restaurant where the sign is located and which may provide a mechanism for ordering the 
products while viewing the sign. 

 Mobile billboard advertising.  Any vehicle, or wheeled conveyance which carries, 
conveys, pulls, or transports any sign or billboard for the primary purpose of advertising. 

 Monument sign.  A freestanding sign whose ratio of width of sign to width of 
support is less than 3 to 1 and is subject to all other restrictions as applicable elsewhere in 
this Code. 

 
Multiple dwelling means any building comprised of more than one family 

dwelling unit.  
 
Multi-tenant building means a building where more than one business is serviced 

by a common entrance, and where such businesses may be located above the first story or 
otherwise be without frontage on a public right-of-way. 

 
 Nameplate sign or occupant identification sign.  An attached wall sign indicating 
the name and/or profession or address of a person or persons residing on the premises 
where the sign is located or legally occupying the premises where the sign is located. 

 
Non-commercial message.  Any message which is not a commercial message. 
 
Nonconforming sign means any sign that does not conform to the requirements of 

this chapter.  
 

Nonconforming sign.  A sign which does not conform with the regulations 
contained in this Code. 

 
Nonconforming structures.  Existing buildings or structures which do not meet 

required limitations such as off-street parking and loading regulations, height regulations, 
area regulations, floor area regulations, sign regulations, or other applicable regulations 
for the district in which they are located. 

 
Off-site permanent monument identification sign.  A permanent monument sign 

that identifies a residential or commercial subdivision, office park, shopping center, 
industrial subdivision, or industrial park, located within one hundred feet of the location 
of such sign, and that contains no other copy other than the identification of such 
development.  This sign-type shall not be considered a billboard. 

 
On-premise sign means any sign that identifies a use or business or advertises a 

product for sale or service to be rendered on or from the zone lot where the sign is 
located.  
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 On-premise sign or on-site sign.  Any sign relating in its subject matter to the 
commodities, accommodations, service or activities on the premises on which it is 
located. 

 
Ornamental flag.  Any fabric or similar material containing patterns, drawings or 

symbols used for decorative purposes and designed to be flown as a flag. 
 

 Owner.  The land owner. 
  
Pennant means any series of small flag-like or streamer-like pieces of cloth, 

plastic or paper, or similar material attached in a row to any staff, cord, building, or at 
only one or two edges, the remainder hanging loosely.  

 
Permanent outdoor advertising sign means any permanent sign identifying or 

advertising a product, business, person, activity, condition or service not located or 
available on the same zone lot where the sign is installed and maintained.  

 
 Permanent sign.  Any sign which, when installed, is intended for permanent use.  
For the purposes of this division any sign with an intended use in excess of three (3) 
months from the date of installation shall be deemed a permanent sign unless otherwise 
indicated elsewhere in this Code. 

 
 Permit holder.  The person in legal possession of any permit required under this 
Code. 

 
Pole sign.  A freestanding sign whose ratio of width of sign to width of support is 

equal to or greater than 3 to 1. 
 
Political sign means any sign that constitutes a political advertisement the 

primary purpose of which is related to the candidacy of any person for public office or 
any issue submitted for referendum approval.  

 
Portable sign means any sign not permanently attached to the ground or other 

permanent structure, or a sign designed to be transported, including but not limited to, 
signs designed to be transported by means of wheels, signs converted from A-frames, 
sandwich board signs, balloons and other inflatables and umbrellas used for advertising.  

 
Portable sign.  Any sign, banner, or poster that is not permanently attached to the 

ground or to a structure that is attached to the ground.  For purposes of this Chapter, a 
cold air inflatable sign shall be considered to be a portable sign. 

 
 Projecting sign. means aAny sign affixed perpendicularly to a building or wall in 
such a manner that its leading edge extends more than six inches beyond the surface of 
such building or wall.  
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Property means the overall area represented by the outside boundaries of a parcel 
of land or development. 

 
Public/semipublic sign means any sign erected on site for a nonprofit or quasi-

public use such as a library, school, church, hospital, or government-owned building.  
 
Real estate sign means any sign advertising the sale, rental or lease of premises, 

or part of the premises, on which the sign is displayed.  
 
Real estate sign.  A temporary sign advertising the sale, rental or lease of the 

premises or part of the premises on which the sign is displayed temporarily. 
 

Revolving sign or rotating sign.  Any sign that revolves or rotates. 
Roof sign means any sign erected and constructed wholly on and over the roof of 

a building, supported by the roof's structure.  
 

Roof sign.  Any sign erected and constructed wholly on or over the roof of a 
building, and which is supported by the roof structure, or any sign that extends in whole 
or in part above the roofline of a building. 

 
Roof sign, integral, means any sign erected or constructed as an integral or 

essentially integral part of a normal roof structure of any design, such that no part of the 
sign extends vertically above the highest portion of the roof and such that no part of the 
sign is separated from the rest of the roof by a space of more than six inches. Any integral 
portion of the roof shall not extend more than five feet above the structural roof. 

 
Safety sign.  See Warning sign.  

 
 Sandwich board sign.  Any double-faced or single-faced A-frame sign which is 
portable and may readily be moved from place to place. This type of sign is generally 
freestanding and not affixed to the ground in any way, although some temporary type of 
attachment to the ground is occasionally used.  
 
 Sight visibility triangle.  A triangular shaped portion of land established at street 
intersections or driveway and street intersections in which nothing is erected, placed, 
planted, or allowed to grow in such a manner as to limit or obstruct the sight distance of 
motorists entering or leaving the intersection.  The sight visibility triangle is an area 
created by measuring a distance of fifteen (15) feet along the right-of-way line (property 
line) from the point of the intersection of two adjacent right-of-way lines and connecting 
the terminus of the two fifteen (15) foot right-of-way lines. 

  
 
Sign means any device, fixture, placard or structure that uses any color, tube 

graphics, illumination, architectural style or design or writing to advertise, attract 
attention, announce the purpose of, or identify the purpose of a person or entity, or to 
communicate information of any kind to the public. The term includes sign structure.  
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Sign.  Any surface, fabric, device or display which bears lettered, pictorial or 

sculptured matter, including forms shaped to resemble any human, animal or product, 
designed to convey information to the public and which is not artwork as defined herein 
or architectural detail as defined herein.  For the purposes of these regulations, the term 
“sign” shall include all structural members.  A sign shall be construed to be a display 
surface or device containing organized and related elements composed to form a single 
unit.  In cases where matter is displayed in a random or unconnected manner without 
organized relationship of the components, each such component shall be considered to be 
a single sign.  In the case of a permanent sign made of any fabric or other non-rigid 
material the sign shall conform to each specification for such signs found elsewhere in 
the Code. 

 
Sign area.  That area enclosed by one continuous line, connecting the extreme 

points or edges of a sign.  This shall be determined by using the largest area of outline 
visible at any one time from any one point.  This does not include the main supporting 
sign structure, but includes all other ornamental attachments, connecting links, etc., 
which are not a part of the main supports of the sign. 

 
 Signable area.  The total surface area on a single plane of a wall or window, or 
similar structure, or a building facade where a sign may be located under this Code. This 
does not include the main supporting sign structure, but includes all other ornamental 
attachments, connecting links, etc., which are not a part of the main supports of the sign. 
 
 Signable area, wall.  For purposes of determining the maximum size (area) 
allowed for a wall sign, signable wall area is the continuous portion of a single plane of 
wall surface that is unbroken by doors, windows, or openings. 
 

Sign face means the part of the sign that is or can be used to identify, display, 
advertise, communicate information, or for visual representation, which attracts or 
intends to attract the attention of the public for any purpose.  

 
 Sign Face.  The part of the sign, including trim and background, that is or can be 
used to identify, display, advertise, communicate information, or for visual representation 
which attracts or intends to attract the attention of the public for any purpose.  
 
 Sign, maintenance.  The replacing, repairing, or repainting of a portion of a sign 
structure, periodically changing copy, or renewing copy which has been made unusable 
by ordinary wear or weather or accident.  The replacing or repairing of a sign or sign 
structure of which 25 percent or more of the total areas has been damaged (as determined 
by the City Manager or designee) shall not be considered maintenance. 
 

Sign structure means any structure designed specifically for the purpose of 
supporting a sign, has supported, or is capable of supporting a sign. This definition shall 
include any decorative covers, braces, wires, supports or components attached to or 
placed around the sign structure.  
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Snipe sign means a sign tacked, nailed, posted, pasted, glued or otherwise 

attached to trees (living or dead), poles, including but not limited to telephone and utility 
poles, stakes, fences or to other objects, with the message appearing thereon not 
applicable to the present use of the premises or structure upon which the sign is located.  

 
 Statutory sign.  A sign required by any statute of the State of Florida or the United 
States. 
 
 Street means a public right-of-way used for vehicular and pedestrian traffic. 
 

Street address sign.  Any sign denoting the street address of the premises on 
which it is attached or located. 

 
 Structure.  For the purposes of sign regulation in the City of Seminole a Structure 
is defined to be, anything constructed, installed, or portable, the use of which requires a 
location on a parcel of land.  It includes a movable structure while it is located on land 
which can be used for housing, business, commercial, agricultural, or office purposes 
either temporarily or permanently.  Structure also includes swimming pools, fences, 
freestanding signs, sidewalks, patio slabs and driveways. 
 
 Structure, temporary.  Any structure built to serve a use temporarily, such as, a 
field or sales office, or contractor’s office. 

 
 Subdivision sign means a sign that contains only the name of a platted subdivision 
or other residential development. 
 
 Temporary sign.  A sign intended for a use not permanent in nature.  For the 
purposes of this division, a sign with an intended use of three (3) months or less shall be 
deemed a temporary sign unless otherwise indicated elsewhere in this Code. 

 
 Traffic control device sign.  Any sign located within the right-of-way that is used 
as a traffic control device and that is described and identified in the Manual on Uniform 
Traffic Control Devices (MUTCD) and approved by the Federal Highway Administrator 
as the National Standard.  A traffic control device sign includes those signs that are 
classified and defined by their function as regulatory signs (that give notice of traffic laws 
or regulations), warning signs (that give notice of a situation that might not readily be 
apparent), and guide signs (that show route designations, directions, distances, services, 
points of interest, and other geographical, recreational, or cultural information). 
 

Tube graphics means an electrical luminous neon tubing used as a conventional 
sign or linear display, usually in the form of an outline for a script message or to highlight 
the outline of a building or entrance way.  
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Umbrella sign.  A sign printed on umbrellas used for legal outdoor eating and 
drinking establishments, push-carts, sidewalk cafes and which is made of a lightweight 
fabric or similar material. 

 
Vehicle sign means any sign affixed to a vehicle, including automobiles, trucks, 

boats, campers, and trailers.  
 

 Vehicle sign.  Any sign or signs where the total sign area covers more than ten 
square feet of the vehicle. 
 
 Vested right. A right is vested when it has become absolute and fixed and cannot 
be defeated or denied by subsequent conditions or change in regulations, unless it is taken 
and paid for. There is no vested right to an existing zoning classification or to have 
zoning remain the same forever. However, once development has been started or has 
been completed, there is a right to maintain that particular use regardless of the 
classification given the property.  There can be no vested right in a sign permit if a sign 
permit is applied for under a Sign Ordinance that is later partially or wholly adjudicated 
to be unconstitutional by a court of competent jurisdiction.   

 
Wall sign means a sign painted on, fastened to, or erected against the wall of a 

building with its face in a parallel plane of the building facade or wall.  
 
 Wall sign.  A sign which is painted onto, fastened, or affixed to the wall of a 
building with its face in a parallel plane with the plane of the building façade or wall. 
 

Warning sign means a sign located on a property posting the property for warning 
or prohibitions on parking, trespassing, hunting, fishing, swimming, or other activity, 
provided such sign does not carry any commercial message or identification.  
 
 Warning sign or safety sign.  A sign which provides warning of a dangerous 
condition or situation that might not be readily apparent or that poses a threat of serious 
injury (e.g., gas line, high voltage, condemned building, etc.) or that provides warning of 
a violation of law (e.g., no trespassing, no hunting allowed, etc.). 
 
 Wall Wrap Sign.  A sign composed of fabric, plastic, vinyl, mylar or a similar 
material that drapes or hangs over the side of a building, wall or window.  This sign type 
was the subject of the litigation in City of Philadelphia v. Berman, 863 A.2d 156 
(Pa.Cmwlth. 2004) and Society Created To Reduce Urban Blight (SCRUB) v. Zoning Bd. 

Of Adjustment, 908 A.2d 967 (Pa.Cmwlth. 2006). 
 

Window sign means a sign located on a window or within a building or other 
enclosed structure, which is visible from the exterior through a window or other opening.  
 

Window sign.  Any sign mounted or placed in any fashion on the interior or 
exterior of the surface of a window, and intended to be seen from the exterior. 
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Wind sign.  A sign which uses objects or material fastened in such a manner as to 
move upon being subjected to pressure by wind, and shall include, pennants, ribbons, 
spinners, streamers or captive balloons, however, the term wind sign shall not include 
flags. 

 
 Zone lot means a parcel of land that is of sufficient size to meet minimum zoning 
requirements for area, coverage and use, and that can provide such setbacks and other 
open spaces as required by the city's zoning regulations.  
 

Sec. 66-2. Intent.  
 

(a)     It is the intent of this chapter to authorize the use of signs compatible with 
their surroundings, appropriate to the neighborhood in which they are situated and 
to the type of activity to which they pertain, expressive of the community as a 
whole and legible in the circumstances in which they are seen.  
 
(b)     This chapter is intended to create the legal framework for sign regulations 
that will facilitate a reasonable communication between business and people by 
preventing that which is undesirable in commercial signage without hampering 
the inherent right of business to communicate reasonably through identification of 
products, goods, services and/or facilities.  
 
(c)     It is also the intent of this chapter to prohibit nonconforming signs and 
provide for a reasonable transitional period to bring nonconforming signs which 
had been permitted under previous ordinances into conformity with the 
regulations in this chapter.  
 

Sec. 66-3. Purpose and Scope.  
 

(a)     The purpose of this chapter is to establish minimum standards for an orderly 
system of signs and improve the quality of sign regulation in the city in a manner 
that contributes to the economic well-being, visual appearance, and overall quality 
of life in the city.  
 

 (b)     In particular, it is the purpose of this chapter to further the following 
objectives:  
 

 It is the purpose of this article to promote the public health, safety and 
general welfare through reasonable, consistent and non-discriminatory sign 
standards.  The sign regulations in this article are not intended to censor speech or 
to regulate viewpoints, but instead are intended to regulate the adverse secondary 
effects of signs.  The sign regulations are especially intended to reach the 
secondary effects that may adversely impact aesthetics and safety.  The City is a 
primarily single family residential community on the west coast of Florida.  The 
economic base of the City is enhanced by tourism. In order to preserve and 
promote the City as a desirable community in which to live, vacation and do 
business, a pleasing, visually attractive environment is of foremost importance.  
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The regulation of signs within the City is a highly contributive means by which to 
achieve this desired end.  These sign regulations have been prepared with the 
intent of enhancing the visual environment of the City and promoting its 
continued well-being, and are intended to: 
 

(1)  To eEstablish a system of sign regulation that addresses the full 
spectrum of principal sign considerations on a uniform basis.  
 
(2)  To eEstablish a standard for principal sign considerations that will 
foster consistency and avoid disharmony with neighboring municipalities.  
 
(3)  To establish a system of sign regulation that gives special recognition 
to protecting the natural characteristics and visual attractiveness that are 
essential to the economy of the city.  
 
(4) To address minimum standards necessary to reduce the visual 
distraction and safety hazard created by sign proliferation along the public 
rights-of-way.  
 
(5)  To recognize the significance of signs and appropriate uniform 
regulation thereof as a component of community appearance and character 
in the county.  
 

  (3)  Encourage the effective use of signs as a means of communication  
  in the City; 
 

 (4)  Maintain and enhance the aesthetic environment and the City’s ability 
 to attract sources of economic development and growth;  

 
  (5)  Improve pedestrian and traffic safety;  
 
  (6)  Minimize the possible adverse effect of signs on nearby public and  
  private property;  
 
  (7)  Foster the integration of signage with architectural and landscape  
  designs; 
 

 (8)  Lessen the visual clutter that may otherwise be caused by the 
 proliferation, improper placement, illumination, animation, excessive 
 height, and excessive size (area) of signs which compete for the attention 
 of pedestrian and vehicular traffic; 

 
 (9)  Allow signs that are compatible with their surroundings and aid 
 orientation, while precluding the placement of signs that contribute to sign 
 clutter or that conceal or obstruct adjacent land uses or signs; 
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 (10)  Encourage and allow signs that are appropriate to the zoning district 
 in which they are located and consistent with the category of use and 
 function to which they pertain; 

 
 (11)  Curtail the size and number of signs and sign messages to the 
 minimum reasonably necessary to identify a residential or business 
 location and the nature of any such business; 

 
 (12)  Establish sign size in relationship to the scale of the lot and building 
 on which the sign is to be placed or to which it pertains; 

 
 (13)  Categorize signs based upon the function that they serve and tailor 
 the regulation of signs based upon their function; 

 
 (14)  Preclude signs from conflicting with the principal permitted use of 
 the site and adjoining sites; 

 
 (15)  Regulate signs in a manner so as to not interfere with, obstruct the 
 vision of or distract motorists, bicyclists or pedestrians; 

 
 (16)  Except to the extent expressly preempted by state or federal law, 
 ensure that signs are constructed, installed and maintained in a safe and 
 satisfactory manner, and protect the public from unsafe signs;  

 
 (17)  Preserve, conserve, protect, and enhance the aesthetic quality and 
 scenic beauty of all districts of the City; 

 
 (18)  Allow for traffic control devices consistent with national standards 
 and whose purpose is to promote highway safety and efficiency by 
 providing for the orderly movement of road users on streets and highways, 
 and that notify road users of regulations and provide warning and 
 guidance needed for the safe, uniform and efficient operation of all 
 elements of the traffic stream; 

 
 (19)  Protect property values by precluding, to the maximum extent 
 possible, sign-types that create a nuisance to the occupancy or use of other 
 properties as a result of their size, height, illumination, brightness, or 
 movement; 

 
 (20)  Protect property values by ensuring that sign-types, as well as the 
 number of signs, are in harmony with buildings, neighborhoods, and 
 conforming signs in the area;  

 
 (21)  Regulate the appearance and design of signs in a manner that 
 promotes and enhances the beautification of the City and that 
 complements the natural surroundings in recognition of this City’s 
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 reliance on its natural surroundings and beautification efforts in retaining 
 economic advantage for its resort community, as well as for its major 
 subdivisions, shopping centers and industrial parks; and  

 
  (22)  Enable the fair and consistent enforcement of these sign regulations. 

 
(c)     It is the purpose of this chapter that protection of First Amendment rights 
shall be afforded such that any sign, display or device allowed under this chapter 
may contain, in lieu of any other copy, any otherwise lawful noncommercial 
message that does not direct attention to a business operated for profit, or to a 
commodity or service for sale, and that complies with size, lighting and spacing 
requirements of this chapter.  
 

Sec. 66-4. Authority and jurisdiction.  
 
This chapter is adopted pursuant to the authority granted in F.S. ch. 163, pt. II, the Local 
Government Comprehensive Planning and Land Development Regulation Act.  
 

Sec. 66-5. Relationship to other codes.  
 
Signs subject to this chapter shall comply with applicable zoning building, electrical and 
mechanical codes of the city.  
 

Sec. 66-6. Interpretation.  
 
Where there is ambiguity or a dispute concerning the interpretation of this chapter, an 
advisory interpretation will be rendered by the developmental review board upon proper 
application by the applicant.  
 

Sec. 66-76. Enforcement and penalties.  
 

(a)     The city’s building division and its respective code enforcement 
officials shall bear the responsibility for the appropriate enforcement of 
this chapter in their jurisdictions.  
(b)     Violations of this chapter shall be subject to prosecution pursuant to 
section 2-106 et seq. and, upon conviction, shall be punished by a fine not 
to exceed $250.00 per day for the offense.  
(c)     In addition to the penalties provided by subsection (b) of this section 
above, any violation of this chapter shall be subject to appropriate civil 
action in the court of appropriate jurisdiction.  

 

Sec. 66-8. Right of appeal.  
 
Any person adversely affected by a decision in the permitting, enforcement or 
interpretation of any of the terms or provisions of this chapter may appeal such decisions 
through the court of appropriate jurisdiction.  
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Sec. 66-97. Exempt signs Exemptions.  
 
The following types of signs are exempt from the permitting process and other provisions 
in this chapter except those relating to construction, illumination, safety, nonconformity, 
and any other noted requirements.  
 

(1)     Address numbers. The address numbers shall be at least three inches in 
height, in arabic numbers, and of contrasting color to background and displayed 
on the front of the establishment. The surface area of such signs shall not exceed 
two square feet in residential zones and eight square feet in nonresidential zones.  
 
(2)     Artwork.  
 
(3)     Changeable message on permitted signs.  
 
(4)     Commemorative and historic signs.  
 
(5)     Construction signs. Signs shall not exceed 32 square feet in area per sign 
face. The sign may be displayed only during the time a valid building permit is in 
force.  
 
(6)     Government and public signs, including but not limited to community 
identity and entrance signs, signs for special community events, and coordinated 
countywide trail-blazing signs that provide direction to places of interest.  
 
(7)     Government/public flags. There shall be a maximum of three flags 
permitted on each lot within any commercial land use district. The flags shall be 
flown according to protocol established by the Congress of the United States of 
America for the Stars & Stripes. A written request may be submitted to the city 
for an exemption for a special event or holiday. The height of any flag shall be in 
direct proportion to the size of flag to be displayed.  
 
(8)     Machinery signs. Examples are signs on newspaper machines, vending 
machines, gasoline pumps and public telephone booths.  
 
(9)     Menu signs for drive-through establishments. There shall be a maximum of 
two signs per zone lot or business, with no more than one sign per drive-through 
lane. Sign area may not exceed 40 square feet per sign face. Signs must be located 
in a location as to provide a safe stacking on the property.  
 
(10)     On-site directional signs. These signs must not be designed or located so 
as to be visible from adjoining property. No individual sign shall exceed two 
square feet in area per sign face.  
 
(11)     Political signs:  
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a.     Definition: Political signs are signs announcing the candidacy for an 
elective office or soliciting votes for or against a political issue.  
 
b.     Public property: Political signs shall not be placed on public property 
or within any public right-of-way; or on any tree, pole, post, meter or any 
object found within a public right-of-way.  
 
c.     Private property: Prior to the placement of a political sign on private 
property, the consent of the property owner must be obtained.  
 
d.     Size: Political signs in residential districts areas shall not exceed six 
square feet in area per sign face. Political signs in non-residential districts 
shall not exceed 32 feet in area per sign face. The limitations contained in 
subsection 66-10(15) are applicable to all political signs.  
 
e.     Time limitations: No political sign shall not be erected more than 60 
days prior to the date of the election to which they pertain. All political 
signs shall be removed no later than five days after the election to which 
they pertain. The removal of these signs is the responsibility of candidate 
named, the organization supporting the respective political issue, and/or 
the property owner.  
 
f.     Penalty: Any political sign erected in violation of these provisions 
may be removed immediately by the appropriate representative of the City 
of Seminole and such sign may be disposed of without compensation.  
 

(12)     Real estate signs.  
 

a.     Signs in residential districts shall not exceed six square feet in area 
per sign face, and signs in nonresidential districts shall not exceed 32 
square feet in area per sign face. One such sign per saleable or leasable 
unit is permitted.  
 
b.     Directional off-site real estate signs are permitted for a particular 
property only on those days when there is an open house.  
 
c.     Waterfront parcels are permitted one real estate sign oriented toward 
the water in addition to the real estate sign permitted for nonwaterfront 
property.  
 
d.     Saleable or leasable units fronting two or more streets are allowed the 
permitted real estate signs for each frontage, but these signs cannot be 
accumulated and used on one street in excess of that allowed for the 
saleable or leasable units based on that one street frontage. For parcels 
with over 500 feet of street frontage on one right-of-way, one additional 
real estate sign may be permitted.  
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(13)     Small off-premises signs that are for public/semipublic purposes and are 
directional only may be a maximum area of four square feet per sign face.  
 
(14)     Temporary window signs. Signs shall be allowed in areas classified as 
multifamily residential, office, commercial, industrial, and public/semipublic. The 
maximum area of signs in areas classified as office, commercial, industrial and 
public/semipublic shall be 25 percent of window pane area or 100 square feet, 
whichever is less. In multifamily residential areas, the area of temporary window 
signs shall not exceed 25 square feet. The permitted duration of a temporary 
window sign shall be 14 days; however, real estate signs will be exempt from the 
above classification.  
 
(15)     Warning signs. Signs shall not exceed six square feet in area per sign face.   

 
 This article does not pertain to the following: 
 

(a)  A sign (except a window sign which shall be subject to the provisions of this 
article) located entirely inside the premises of a building or enclosed space. 
 

 (b)  A sign on a car, other than a prohibited vehicle sign or signs. 
 
 (c)  A statutory sign.  
        
 (d)  A traffic control device sign. 
 

Sec. 66-108. Prohibited signs.  
 
The following types of signs and sign-types are prohibited within the City limits and shall 
not be erected.  Any lawfully existing permanent sign or sign-type that is among the 
prohibited signs and sign-types listed below shall be deemed a nonconforming sign 
subject to the provisions of this section and Section 66-126:  
 

(1) Signs that are in violation of the building code or electrical code adopted 
by the city.  

 
(1) Billboards. Existing billboards shall not be permitted to convert to a 
CEVM. 

 
 (2)  Any attached sign that exceeds one hundred (100) square feet in sign area. 
 

(3)  Any freestanding sign that is higher than twenty (20) feet, other than 
flagpoles as allowed in certain zoning districts pursuant to this article. 

 
 (4)  Any freestanding sign that exceeds one hundred (100) square feet in sign 
 area. 
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(2)(5) Abandoned and discontinued signs.   
 
(6) Animated signs. 
 
(6) Flashing signs.   
 
(7) Revolving or rotating signs.   
 
(8) Signs which move, twirl or swing, including multi-prism and Tri-vision 

 signs.   
 
(10) Electronic signs, except when required as traffic control device signs.  
 
(9) Floodlights and beacon lights, except when required by the Federal 

 Aviation Agency. 
 
(10) (3)     Bus shelter signs and bench signs. This prohibition shall not be 
construed to include the identification of the transit company or its route schedule. 
Bus shelter advertising signs; bench advertising signs. 
 
(4)     Permanent outdoor advertising signs, except for public/semipublic 
directional signs, per section 66-9(13), are specifically provided for elsewhere in 
this chapter.  
 
(11) Wind Signs. 
 
(12) Projecting signs, other than projecting signs as allowed within certain 
locations within certain zoning districts pursuant to this Ordinance. 
 
(5) (13)   Pavement markings, except official traffic control markings and 
building address markings required by law. or as authorized by the local 
government.  
 
(6)     Signs commonly referred to as wind signs, consisting of one or more 
banners, commercial flags, pennants, ribbons, spinners, streamers or captive 
balloons, or other objects or material fastened in such a manner as to move upon 
being subjected to pressure by wind. (See section 66-391.)  
 
(7) (14)     Portable signs.  
 
(8) (15)     Roof signs, and above roof signs, except as provided in a development 
agreement to be consistent with the adopted architectural standards. except 
integral roof signs in the general commercial warehouse district.  
 
(9) (16)     Sandwich board signs.  
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(10) (17)     Signs Any sign attached to or painted on walls, piers or seawalls, 
other than a warning sign or safety sign.  such official regulatory or warning signs 
authorized by the local government.  
 
(11) (18)     Signs in or upon any river, bay, lake or other body of water within the 
limits of the city, except official regulatory or warning signs.  
 
(12)     Signs that obstruct the vision of pedestrians, cyclists or motorists traveling 
on or entering public streets. (See section 66-391.)  
 
(13) (19)     Signs that emit sound, vapor, smoke, odor, particles, or gaseous 
matter, or involve the use of live animals.  
 
(20) Signs that involve the use of live animals. 
 
(21) Signs that contain any food or other substance that attracts large numbers 
of birds or other animals and causes them to congregate on or near the sign. 
 
(22) Commercial Mascot and Commercial Message signs that are carried, 
waved or otherwise displayed by persons either on public rights-of-way or in a 
manner visible from public rights-of-way.  This provision is directed toward such 
displays intended to draw attention for a commercial purpose, and is not intended 
to limit the display of placards, banners, flags or other signage by persons 
participating in demonstrations, political rallies, or otherwise exercising their 
valid First Amendment rights. 
 
(14) (23)     Signs that have unshielded, illuminating devices.  
 
(15)     Signs that move, revolve, twirl, rotate or flash, including animated signs, 
multi-prism signs and beacon lights, except when required by the Federal 
Aviation Agency or other governmental agency.  
 
(16)     Blank temporary sign.  
 
(17)     Any sign that in the opinion of the director of public works does or will 
constitute a safety hazard.  
 
(18)     Strings of light bulbs used on commercially developed parcels for 
commercial purposes, other than traditional holiday decorations.  
 
(19) (24)     Signs that obstruct, conceal, hide or otherwise obscure from view any 
official traffic control device sign or official traffic signal.  or government sign, 
signal or device.  
 
(20) (25)     Snipe signs.  
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(21)     Temporary window signs in single-family residential districts.  
 
(22) (26)     Three-dimensional objects that are used as signs.  
 
(27) Umbrella signs. 
 
(28) Any sign within a sight visibility triangle that obstructs a clear view of 

 pedestrian or vehicular traffic. 
 
(29)  Any sign in or over the public right of way, other than traffic control device 

 signs, bus stop informational signs, warning signs or safety signs, except as may 
 be allowed by City Council resolution that sets forth specific criteria not based on 
 the speaker’s viewpoint and not allowing undue discretion on the part of any City 
 official. 

 
(30)  Any sign other than a traffic control device sign that uses the word “stop” or 

 “danger,” or presents or implies the need or requirement of stopping or the 
 existence of danger, or which is a copy or imitation of a traffic control device sign 
 and which is adjacent to the right-of-way of any road, street, or highway. 

 
 (31)  Any sign nailed, fastened, affixed to, or painted on any tree (living or dead), 
 or other vegetation. 
 

(32)  Any sign prohibited by state or federal law. 
 

 (33)  Any sign located on real property without the permission of the property 
 owner. 
 
 (34)  Holographic display signs. 
 
 (35) Pennants, streamers, balloons, wind activated banners, cold air inflatables 
 and other fixed aerial signage, except where specifically provided elsewhere in 
 this article. 

 
(23) (36)     Vehicle signs, when the vehicle:  
 

a.     Is parked on or otherwise utilizing a public right-of-way, public 
property, or on private property so as to be intended to be visible from the 
street right-of-way, for the primary purposes of providing advertisement of 
products or services or directing people to a business or activity; or  
 
b.     Is not regularly used in the conduct of the business advertised on the 
vehicle. A vehicle used primarily for advertising, or for the purpose of 
providing transportation for owners or employees of the occupancy 
advertised on the vehicle, shall not be considered a vehicle used in the 
conduct of the business.  
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Vehicle sign or signs with a total sign area on any vehicle in excess of ten 

(10) square feet and the vehicle is not “regularly used in the conduct of the 
business” and (a) is visible from a street right-of-way within one hundred (100) 
feet of the vehicle. A vehicle shall not be considered “regularly used in the 
conduct of the business” if the vehicle is used primarily (i) for advertising, or (ii) 
for the purpose of advertising.  This provision is not to be construed as prohibiting 
the identification of a firm or its principal products on a vehicle which is currently 
licensed, insured and operable and is being used as part of the daily operation of 
the business; provided, however, that no such vehicle shall be parked on public or 
private property with signs attached or placed on such vehicle “primarily” for the 
purpose of advertising a business establishment or firm or calling attention to the 
location of a business establishment or firm.   
 

 (37) Mobile Billboard Advertising.  It is a violation of City Code and this Sign 
 Ordinance for any person to conduct, or cause to be conducted, any mobile 
 billboard advertising upon any street, or any other public place within the city in 
 which the public has the right to travel.  This prohibition does not apply to: (a) 
 any vehicle which displays an advertisement or business identification of its 
 owner, so long as such vehicle is engaged in the usual business or regular work of 
 the owner, and not used merely, mainly or primarily to display advertisements; (b) 
 buses; or (c) taxicabs. 
 
 (38) Wall or building Wrap signs. 
 

(39) Commercial mascots.  Humans or animals used as advertising devices for 
commercial establishments, typically by the holding or wearing of insignia, masks 
or costumes associated with the commercial establishment. 
 
(40) CEVM billboards, including the conversion of existing non-CEVM 
billboards to CEVM billboards.  

 
 (24)     Nongovernmental signs that use words such as STOP, LOOK, DANGER 
 or any similar word, phrase or symbol, or signs within ten feet of a public right-
 of-way or 100 feet of traffic control lights, that contain red or green lights that 
 might be confused with traffic control lights.  
 

Sec. 66-119. Building permits.   
 
 It shall be unlawful for any person or business or the person in charge of the 
business to erect, construct, alter or maintain an outdoor advertising display sign, as 
defined in the Florida Building Code, without first obtaining a building permit from the 
City in accordance with the provisions of the Florida Building Code and applicable law.  
Permit fees for a building permit shall be paid in accordance with the applicable City fee 
schedules.  The requirement of a building permit under the Florida Building Code is 
separate and independent of the requirement for a sign permit under this article. 
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Sec.  66-1210.  Substitution of non-commercial speech for commercial speech.   
 
 Notwithstanding anything contained in this Chapter or Code to the contrary, any 
sign erected pursuant to the provisions of this Chapter or Code may, at the option of the 
owner, contain a non-commercial message in lieu of a commercial message and the non-
commercial copy may be substituted at any time in place of the commercial copy.  The 
non-commercial message (copy) may occupy the entire sign face or any portion thereof.  
The sign face may be changed from commercial to non-commercial messages, or from 
one non-commercial message to another non-commercial message, as frequently as 
desired by the owner of the sign, provided that the size, height, setback and other 
dimensional criteria contained in this chapter and Code have been satisfied. 
 

Sec. 66-1311.  Content neutrality as to sign message (viewpoint).  
 
 Notwithstanding anything in this Chapter or Code to the contrary, no sign or sign 
structure shall be subject to any limitation based upon the content (viewpoint) of the 
message contained on such sign or displayed on such sign structure.  
 

Sec.  66-1412.  Illegal signs on public property. 
 

Any sign installed or placed on public property, except in conformance with the 
requirements of this Chapter, shall be deemed illegal and shall be forfeited to the public 
and subject to confiscation.  In addition to other remedies hereunder, the City shall have 
the right to recover from the owner or person placing such sign the cost of removal and 
disposal of such sign. 

 

Secs. 66-1113--66-40. Reserved.  
 
ARTICLE II. ADMINISTRATION  
 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY  
 

Sec. 66-41. Removal Refacing of Abandoned certain conforming signs.  
 
(a)     Any abandoned sign that is a conforming sign as to the Florida Building Code and 
the City of Seminole Code of Ordinances and that no longer advertises a bona fide 
business conducted or a product sold on the same premises on which the sign is placed 
shall have the sign face replaced with blank, opaque sign faces of like material to the 
original sign face shall be taken down and removed by the owner, agent or person having 
the beneficial use of the building, structure or property upon which such sign may be 
found within ten days after the written notification from the city of the closing of the 
business to which the signage pertained. Upon failure to comply with the provisions of 
this subsection with such notice within the time specified by such order, the matter may 
be referred to the code enforcement special magistrate. The city is hereby authorized to 
cause removal the refacing of such sign, upon a failure of the property owner to comply 
with the order imposed by the code enforcement special magistrate. Any expense 
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incidental thereto shall be paid by the owner of the building, structure or property upon 
which the sign is erected or attached.  
 
(b)     If it is necessary for the city to cause any sign to be removed refaced, the cost of 
removal of refacing the sign will constitute a lien and special assessment against the 
property on which the sign is located.  
 
Sec. 66-42. Legal challenge.  
Any sign owner who determines that his property rights have been adversely affected by 
the removal of nonconforming sign provisions of this chapter may seek relief in any court 
of competent jurisdiction, provided the sign owner has exhausted his administrative 
remedy by seeking a variance to those applicable provisions, where provided.  
 
Secs. 66-43 42--66-65. Reserved.  
 
DIVISION 2. SIGN PERMITS AND APPEALS  
 

Sec.  66-66.  Sign Permits.   
 
 (a)  Unless exempt from permitting, no permanent sign shall be erected, altered, 
relocated, maintained or displayed until a sign permit is obtained from and the 
appropriate fee paid to the City.  The sign permit is in addition to any building permit 
required to be obtained pursuant to the provisions of the Florida Building Code. 
 
 (b)  No sign permit shall be issued for the erection of a prohibited sign. 
 
 (c)  A sign lawfully erected may be repainted or have ordinary and customary 
repairs performed, including replacement of plastic or glass panels, without a new sign 
permit; however, if such sign is to be structurally altered in any manner, a new sign 
permit shall be required and the altered sign must meet all requirements of this Chapter 
and this Code. 
 

  Sec. 66-67.  Exceptions from permitting. 
 
 The following types of signs, while they may be covered by the general 
provisions of this Chapter, shall be exempt from all sign permit requirements of this 
Chapter: 
 
 (a)  Any sign of the type described in Section 66-7. 
 
 (b)  Allowed temporary and allowed permanent signs of the type described in 
Section 66-161. 
 
 However, these exemptions in no way waive requirements of the Florida Building 
Code or any limitation or restriction on the number, size, height, setback, placement or 



 

 43

duration of such signs under this Chapter, or any limitation or restriction under any other 
applicable law or regulation. 
 

Sec. 66-68.  Permits not required for change of sign copy. 
 
 No permit or permit fee shall be required for changing the copy of a sign, as long 
as no changes are made to the sign’s height, size, location, or structure.  This exemption 
shall also apply to any change of copy on a changeable copy sign. 
 

Sec.  66-69.  Sign permit applications. 
 
 A sign permit application for permanent and certain temporary signs as may be 
required by this Chapter, or separate City Council resolution,  shall be prepared and 
submitted on forms available at the office of the Building Division of the Community 
Development Department. The sign permit application is in addition to any building 
permit application required by the Florida Building Code.  The applicant shall furnish the 
following information on or with the sign permit application form:  
 
 1. Name, address and telephone number of the person making application for 
 the permit. If the applicant is anyone other than the property owner, the applicant 
 shall provide written authorization from the property owner permitting the 
 installation of the sign. 
 
 2. Name, address and telephone number of the property owner.  If the owner 
 is an entity other than an individual, list the contact person’s name.  
 
 3. Name, address and telephone number of the business tenant, if applicable.  
 If the tenant is an entity other than an individual, list the contact person’s name. 
 
 4. Name, address, telephone and license number of the contractor, if 
 applicable.  If the contractor is an entity other than an individual, list the contact 
 person’s name. 
 
 5. Address and legal description of the property upon which the sign is to be 
 located.  The legal address may be located on a certified boundary survey. 
 
 6. Lot frontage on all streets and public rights-of-way. 
 
 7. Indicate in feet and inches the location of the sign in relation to property 
 lines, public rights-of-way, easements, buildings and other signs on the property. 
 
 8. Freestanding signs shall require a boundary survey prepared within the last 
 24 months of the permit application date, and signed and sealed by a land 
 surveyor or engineer licensed in Florida showing the proposed location of the 
 sign. 
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 9. For all wall mounted signs, the facade elevation with dimensions, drawn 
 to scale. Windows and doors and other openings shall be delineated and their 
 dimensions given. 
 
 10. Sign dimensions and elevation, drawn to scale. 
 
 11. Maximum and minimum height of the sign measured from finished grade. 
 
 12. Dimensions of the sign's supporting members. 
 
 13. Sign illumination, specifying illumination type, placement, intensity and 
 hours of illumination. 
 
 14. Three (3) copies of the plans, specifications, calculations and details, 
 signed and sealed by an engineer licensed in Florida, specifications documenting 
 the applicable windload, and electrical specifications, if applicable, meeting the 
 minimum requirements of the applicable Electric Code. 
 
 15. Number, type, location and surface area of all existing signs on the same 
 property. 
 
 16. Landscape plan, as applicable. 
 
 17. Signature of applicant. If the value of construction is $2,500.00 or greater, 
 a certified copy of notice of commencement shall be required prior to permit 
 issuance. 
 

Sec.  66-70.  Sign permit application review.   
 

(a)  An applicant shall deliver a sign permit application for a permanent sign to 
the Building Division of the Community Development Department, or such other 
office as may be designated by the City.  The sign permit application shall be 
reviewed for a determination of whether the proposed sign meets the applicable 
requirements of this article and any applicable zoning law.  The review of the sign 
permit application shall be completed within thirty (30) days following receipt of 
a completed application, and any applicable fees, not counting the day of receipt 
and not counting any Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday which falls upon the first 
or the thirtieth (30) day after the date of receipt.  A sign permit shall either be 
approved, approved with conditions (meaning legal conditions existing in the 
Code such as  dimensional requirements), or disapproved, and the decision shall 
be reduced to writing.  A disapproval shall include or be accompanied by a 
statement of the reason(s) for the disapproval.  If disapproval is the consequence 
of a failure to decide upon the application within the deadline set forth herein, the 
City Manager or designee shall upon request refund any applicable fee to the 
person who paid the fee. In the event that no decision is rendered within thirty 
(30) calendar days following submission, the application shall be deemed denied 
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and the applicant may appeal to the Developmental Review Board.  Any appeal 
shall be heard and a decision rendered within the time frames specified in this 
article for appeals. 

 
(b) An approval, an approval with conditions, or disapproval by the City 
Manager or designee shall be deemed the final decision of the City upon the 
application. 

 
(c) In the case of an approval with conditions or a disapproval, including a 
disapproval by lapse of time as described herein, an applicant may ask for 
reconsideration of the decision on the grounds that the City Manager or designee 
may have overlooked or failed to consider any fact(s) that would support a 
different decision.  A written request for reconsideration accompanied by such 
additional fact(s) as the applicant may wish the City Manager or designee to 
consider, shall be filed with the City Manager or designee within ten (10) calendar 
days after receipt of the decision.  No fee shall be required for a request for 
reconsideration.  Upon the timely filing of a request for reconsideration, the 
decision of the City Manager or designee shall be deemed stayed and not a final 
decision, until the request for reconsideration is decided.  The request for 
reconsideration shall be decided within seven days of receipt by the City, not 
counting any intervening Saturday, Sunday, or legal City holiday.  Such decision 
shall be in writing and shall include a statement of the reason(s) for the decision.  
If the disapproval of the request for reconsideration was a consequence of a 
failure to decide upon the application within the deadline set forth herein, the City 
Manager or designee shall verify upon request that any applicable fee was 
refunded even if the City Manager or designee approves the application upon 
reconsideration. 

 
(d) All decisions shall be mailed, transmitted electronically, or hand delivered 
to the applicant.  A record shall be kept of the date of mailing, electronic 
transmittal, or hand delivery. For the purposes of calculating compliance with the 
thirty (30) day deadline for a decision upon an application or the seven day 
deadline for a decision upon request for reconsideration, the decision shall be 
deemed made when deposited in the mail, transmitted electronically, or hand 
delivered to the applicant. 

 
(e) As exceptions to the foregoing, the thirty (30) day deadline for approval 
and the seven (7) day deadline for a decision upon receipt of a request for a 
reconsideration shall not apply (that is, the time shall be suspended): 

 
  1. In any case in which the application requires a variance from any 

provision of the City Code of Ordinances, a rezoning of the property, or an 
amendment to the comprehensive plan of the City.  In such cases, the time 
shall be suspended until a final decision is made upon the application for 
the variance, rezoning, or comprehensive plan amendment. 
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  2. If the applicant is required to make any change to the application in 
order to obtain an unconditional approval, the time shall be suspended 
while the applicant makes such change. 

 
  3. If an applicant is required to obtain an approval from any other 

governmental agency, the time shall be suspended until such approval is 
obtained. 

 
  4. In any of the foregoing cases, the applicant may elect to seek a 

variance, make no change to the application, or obtain no approval that 
may be required by another governmental agency, and may instead 
demand a decision upon the sign permit application as filed.  In such 
event, the City Manager or designee shall make a decision on the 
application as appropriate within five (5) business days after receiving 
such demand.  If a decision is not made in such a time, the application 
shall be deemed denied and the City Manager or designee shall verify that 
any applicable fee was refunded to the person who paid the fee. 

    
5. An application which is materially incomplete or which is not 
accompanied by the required fee shall not be deemed accepted and the 
time for review of the application shall not commence until a complete 
application accompanied by the required fee is filed with the City 
Manager or designee.  However, the City Manager or designee shall keep 
the record of incomplete application or any application not accompanied 
by the correct fee, as required by applicable public record laws.  In 
addition, the City Manager or designee shall within thirty (30) days of 
receipt of such an application send the applicant a written explanation of 
the deficiencies in the application and ask that the deficiencies be 
remedied, explaining that the application can not proceed forward 
otherwise and the review will be suspended pending receipt of the 
required information or documentation.  The applicant must then submit a 
new application with the deficiencies corrected in order for it to be 
considered by the City Manager or designee. 

 
(f)  Any person aggrieved by the decision of the City Manager or designee upon 
his or her sign permit application shall have the right to seek judicial review by 
the Circuit Court of the Sixth Judicial Circuit and for Pinellas County, Florida, or 
any other court of competent jurisdiction, filed in accordance with the 
requirements of law, seeking such appropriate remedy as may be available. 

 

Sec.  66-71.  Sign Permit Fees. 
 
 Before issuance of a permit, the Building Official or his designee shall collect the 
necessary sign permit fees.  The sign permit fees shall be as designated by resolution of 
the City Council. 
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Sec.  66-72.  Inspection. 
 
 The Building Official and the Director of Community Development or their 
designees may make or require any inspections to ascertain compliance with the 
provisions of this Chapter, the Land Development Code, and other laws. 
 

Sec.  66-73.  Revocation of sign permit. 
 
 If the work under any sign permit is proceeding in violation of this Chapter, any 
other ordinance of the City, or should it be found that there has been any false statement 
or misrepresentation of a material fact in the application or plans on which the permit was 
based, the permit holder shall be notified of the violation.  If the permit holder fails or 
refuses to make corrections within ten days, it shall be the duty of the Building Official or 
his designee to revoke such permit and serve notice upon such permit holder. Such notice 
shall be in writing and signed by the Building Official or his designee. It shall be 
unlawful for any person to proceed with any part of work after such notice is issued. 
 

Sec.  66-74.  Miscellaneous safety requirements. 
 
 In addition to any requirement of this Chapter, Code, or other law or regulatory 
provision, signs shall be erected and maintained to conform to the following safety 
requirements.  
 

(a) No sign shall be erected so as to obstruct any fire escape, required exit, 
window, or door opening intended as a means of egress.  

 
 (b) No sign shall be erected which interferes with any opening required for 
 ventilation. 
 

(c) Signs shall maintain a minimum of six feet horizontal and twelve feet 
vertical clearance from electrical conductors and from all communications 
equipment or lines located within the City. 

 
(d) Signs and their supporting structures shall maintain clearance and 
noninterference with all surface and underground facilities and conduits for water, 
sewage, electricity, or communications equipment or lines.  Furthermore, 
placement shall not interfere with natural or artificial drainage or surface or 
underground water.  

 
(e) No sign shall be attached to a standpipe, gutter, drain, or fire escape, nor 
shall any sign be installed so as to impair access to a roof. 

 

Sec.  66-75.  Appeals to Developmental Review Board. 
 

(a)  Whenever it is alleged that there has been an error in any order, action, 
decision, determination, or requirement by an administrative official in the 
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enforcement and application of any provision contained within this Chapter or 
any other provision of this Code pertaining to sign permits (including any 
allegation that an administrative official has failed to act within applicable time 
frames), the aggrieved party may file a written appeal with the Developmental 
Review Board.   

 
(b)  The written appeal shall be filed with the Developmental Review Board 
within thirty (30) days of the date of the alleged error.   The written appeal shall 
describe the alleged error and the applicable provisions of the Code pertaining to 
the administrative official’s order, action, decision, determination, requirement, or 
failure to act. 

 
(c)  The Developmental Review Board shall hold a hearing within forty-five (45) 
days following receipt of the written appeal, not counting the day of receipt and 
not counting any Saturday, Sunday, or legal holiday which falls upon the first or 
the forty-fifth day after the date of receipt. 

 
(d)  The Developmental Review Board shall render a written decision within ten 
(10) days following the hearing. 

 
(e)  If the Developmental Review Board does not render a decision within ten (10) 
days following the hearing, the sign permit shall be deemed denied. 

 
(f)  Failure to appeal the decision regarding a sign application by the City 
Manager or designee shall not be deemed a failure to exhaust administrative 
remedies.  The applicant may choose to proceed directly to a judicial action once 
the sign application has been denied by the City Manager or designee.   

 
(g)  If an administrative appeal is filed by the applicant, and the Developmental 
Review Board fails to meet within the proscribed time the appeal will be deemed 
denied and the decision of the City Manager or designee regarding the sign 
application will be deemed a final decision subject to immediate appeal to a court 
of competent jurisdiction.   

 
(h)  Once a decision is appealed to the Developmental Review Board the City 
Manager, or designee, shall take no further action on the matter pending the 
board's decision, except for unsafe signs which shall present an immediate and 
serious danger to the public in which case the City may pursue any proper legal 
remedy available to it. 

 
(i)  The Developmental Review Board shall comply with all applicable rules of 
conduct and procedures that pertain to zoning and that are not inconsistent with 
the provisions in this Chapter. 
 
(j)  No variance shall be given by the Developmental Review Board to any height, 
size or other dimensional criteria set forth in this Article.  No variance shall be 
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given by the Developmental Review Board with regard to the number of signs 
allowed on any parcel of land as set forth in this Article. A variance may be given 
by the Developmental Review Board with regard to the required setback.    
 

 
Sec.  66-76.  Appellate Decisions Deemed Final, Subject to Judicial Review. 
 
 The appellate decisions of the Developmental review Board pursuant to section 
66-75 above, shall be deemed final, subject to judicial review by a Circuit Court of the 
Sixth Judicial Circuit in and for Pinellas County, Florida, filed in accordance with the 
requirements of law, seeking such appropriate remedy as may be available. 
 
 
Sec. 66-66. Application.  
An application for a sign permit shall be made with the building/life safety services 
section.  
 
Secs. 66-6778--66-100125. Reserved.  
 
DIVISION 3. VARIANCES  
 
Sec. 66-101. Generally.  
(a)     Requests for variances from any provisions of this chapter shall be processed as 
provided by section 50-291 et seq.  
(b)     Variances from the terms of this chapter may not be contrary to the public interest; 
but variances may be granted where, owing to a special condition, the literal enforcement 
of the provisions would result in unnecessary hardship, not to include economic hardship. 
However, no variance shall be granted unless the following conditions are met:  
(1)     The special conditions or circumstances of the applicant are peculiar to this 
structure or premises and do not generally apply to other structures or premises in like 
classifications;  
(2)     The variance sought does not result from an action by the applicant or from an 
action of which the applicant had knowledge of and gave approval;  
(3)     The variance sought does not substantially impair the purpose or intent of this 
chapter, shall not be merely a convenience to the applicant, and shall not be a detriment 
to the public welfare; and  
(4)     The variance granted shall be the minimum necessary to accomplish the intended 
objectives of the variance request.  
(c)     In granting such variances, special requirements or safeguards may be attached as 
conditions.  
 
Secs. 66-102--66-125. Reserved.  
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DIVISION 4. NONCONFORMING SIGNS  
 

Sec. 66-126. Generally.  
 
(a)     Except as provided in this division, no nonconforming sign shall be moved, 
reconstructed, extended, enlarged or altered unless changed to conform with this chapter.  
 
(b)     Nonconforming signs may be maintained or repaired or the message of the sign 
may be changed. If however, the nonconforming sign is relocated, replaced or 
structurally altered, the sign must be made to conform to this chapter.  
 
(c)     A building or site that is improved or redeveloped at a cost in excess of 50 percent 
of the assessed value of the existing building or site shall require any nonconforming sign 
located on or is a part of such building or site to conform to this chapter.  
 
Sec. 66-127. Removal of nonconforming signs.  
 
(a)     All legally erected nonconforming signs shall be removed, changed or altered to 
conform to the standards of this chapter within seven years from the adoption of the 
ordinance from which this chapter was derived.  
 
(b)     Any sign in existence on the effective date of the ordinance from which this chapter 
was derived is to be deemed a lawful nonconforming sign if:  
 
(1)     The sign does not conform to the standards of this land development code; but  
 
(2)     Was originally constructed in accordance with the regulations in effect at the time 
of construction of the sign.  
 
(c)     If a court of competent jurisdiction determines that, as applied to a particular 
nonconforming sign, the seven-year period for attaining conforming status is not 
enforceable, a ten-year period shall apply.  
 
(d)     If a court of competent jurisdiction determines that, as applied to a particular 
nonconforming sign, the period for attaining conforming status provided for in subsection  
(a) above is unenforceable, the court shall determine what additional period of time shall 
be required and, consistent with subsection (e) below, that period shall be added on to the 
otherwise applicable time period.  
 
(e)     The intent of subsections (c) and (d) above is to prevent a successful legal 
challenge to the application of this division from requiring the amortization period to 
begin anew. Therefore, any additional period of time either required by the preceding 
three-year extension provision of subsection (c) above, or any court decision that extends 
the time beyond ten years under subsection (c), shall be added on to the period of time 
that has passed since the effective date of the ordinance from which this chapter was 
derived for purpose of calculating the eventual removal date.  
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(f)     Variances.  
 
(1)     Requests for variances of up to three additional years, beyond the seven-year period 
that would otherwise be allowed under subsection (a) above shall be processed by the 
developmental review board.  
 
(2)     Variances may be granted where, owing to the peculiar facts of the structure 
involved, and based on no single one of the criteria listed below, but rather when, on 
balance, the private loss suffered by owners of the particular structure is substantial when 
compared to the public benefit achieved by the consistent application of the amortization 
period. The specific criteria for determination of a variance to the seven-year removal 
period shall include the following considerations:  
 
a.     Length of the amortization period in relation to the investment.  
 
b.     A sign owner does not have to be given a period of time necessary to permit him to 
recoup his investment entirely, but an amortization period should not be so short as to 
result in a substantial loss of the sign owner's investment.  
 
c.     Initial capital investment.  
 
d.     Investment realization to date.  
 
e.     Life expectancy of investment; depreciation schedules.  
 
f.     Existence or nonexistence of a lease obligation, as well as a contingency clause 
permitting termination of the lease.  
 
g.     Removal costs directly attributable to the regulatory effect of this chapter.  
 
h.     The depreciation period of the sign structure.  
 
i.     Location of the sign structure.  
 
j.     What part of the owner's total business is concerned.  
 
k.     Monopoly or advantage, if any, resulting from the fact that similar new structures 
are prohibited in the same area.  
 
l.     The fact that the use is also of public streets since the messages are directed to the 
passerby.  
 
(3)     No variance under this subsection shall be granted unless the conditions listed 
under section 66-101(b) are also satisfied.  
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(g)     Signs that exist on the effective date of this chapter that were not in conformance 
with previous regulations are illegal signs and shall conform with this chapter or be 
removed within 90 calendar days of the effective date of this chapter.   
 
 Consistent with the public policy to restrict and eventually eliminate 
nonconforming uses and structures, it is the policy of the City that nonconforming signs 
shall be brought into conformity or removed as expeditiously as possible while allowing 
such signs to be maintained in the interim.  A nonconforming sign that was lawfully 
erected may continue to be maintained and used, until the earlier of such time in which 
any of the following occurs:  (a) The sign meets the definition of an abandoned or 
discontinued sign, or (b) The sign is substantially damaged or destroyed in excess of 51% 
of its value, or (c) The real property on which the sign is located is redeveloped, or (d) 
The principal structure on the real property on which the sign is located is demolished in 
excess of 51% of its value as determined by the Property Appraisers Office, whichever of 
the foregoing occurs first, or (e) The property owner chooses to replace the entire sign, or 
(f) Signs existing as of the date of adoption of this amended Ordinance, and not 
conforming to the provisions of this Subsection, but which were constructed in 
compliance with previous regulations, may be continued for seven (7) years after the date 
of adoption of this amended Ordinance if properly repaired and maintained as provided in 
this chapter and continued in conformance with other ordinances of the City. At the end 
of this seven (7) year period, such signs shall be removed or brought into compliance by 
the owner, agent, or person having beneficial use of the structure or land on which the 
signs are located.  
 
Secs. 66-1287--66-160. Reserved.  

 
ARTICLE III. REGULATIONS  
 
DIVISION 1. GENERALLY ALL DISTRICTS 
 
Sec. 66-161. Signs required to be certified by a registered engineer.  
The following signs shall be designed and certified by a state registered engineer:  
(1)     Attached signs that project perpendicularly from the surface to which they are 
attached and that are more than 24 square feet in area. An attached sign may project no 
more than four feet perpendicularly from the surface.  
 
(2)     Freestanding signs more than ten feet in height and/or 100 square feet in area.  
 

Sec. 66-161.  Regulations that apply in every zoning district in the City, except 
where otherwise specified or indicated.   
 
 Sign permits are not required for signs and sign-types described and identified 
below in this subsection. 
 

(a) Street address signs and residential mailboxes.  For each parcel within the 
City, one attached wall street address sign may be displayed.  For parcels 
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in residential use, the street address sign shall not exceed two (2) square 
feet in sign area.  For each parcel in non-residential use, the street address 
sign shall not exceed four (4) square feet in sign area.  In addition to street 
address signs, a residential mailbox with the address of the property 
affixed to it such that the address is no larger than one side of the mailbox 
shall be allowed for each residence in the City. 

 
(b) Nameplate or occupant identification signs.  For each residence, business 

or other occupancy within the City, one attached wall nameplate sign may 
be displayed.  For residences the nameplate or occupant identification 
signs shall not exceed two (2) square feet in sign area.  For any non-
residential use, the nameplate or occupant identification sign shall not 
exceed four (4) square feet in sign area. 

 
(c) Non-commercial onsite parking space signs.  Non-commercial onsite 

parking space number or identification signs, not exceeding one (1) square 
foot of sign face per sign, shall be allowed on each parcel in non-
commercial use having multiple parking spaces onsite.  One such sign 
shall be allowed for each parking space.  The maximum height for a 
freestanding or attached wall sign shall be six (6) feet unless otherwise 
required by applicable law. 

 
(d) Free expression signs.  For each parcel within the City, one free 

expression sign not exceeding three (3) square feet in sign area may be 
displayed on each frontage per parcel of land.  The free expression sign 
may be displayed as an attached sign, window sign, or as a freestanding 
sign; if displayed as a freestanding sign, the free- standing sign shall not 
exceed three (3) feet in height.  A free expression sign is in addition to any 
other sign permitted under this Code and is permitted in any zoning 
district.  Only one such sign shall be permitted on each parcel.  

 
(e) Election signs.  For each parcel within the City, election signs candidates 

or issues may be displayed on each frontage per parcel of land.  Election 
signs may be displayed as an attached sign or as a freestanding sign.  On 
parcels that are in residential use, election signs shall not exceed six (6) 
square feet in sign area; and, if the election signs are displayed as  
freestanding signs on the parcel, the election signs shall not exceed six (6) 
feet in height.  On parcels that are in non-residential use, the election signs 
shall not exceed thirty-two (32) square feet in sign area; and, if the 
election signs are displayed as freestanding signs on the parcel, the 
election signs shall not exceed six (6) feet in height.  Election signs shall 
be removed within seven calendar days following the election to which it 
pertains. 

 
 (f) Artwork.  Artwork is allowed in all districts. 
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(g) Flagpoles.  One flagpole is allowed for each parcel. Flagpoles shall not 
exceed the maximum permitted height of the zoning district for the parcel 
on which the flagpole is located.  

 
(h) Flags-Government/Public. There shall be a maximum of three 

government/public flags permitted on each lot within any zoning district. 
The flags shall be flown according to protocol established by the Congress 
of the United States of America for the Stars & Stripes.  

 
(i) Warning signs and safety signs.  Warning signs and safety signs, not 

exceeding four (4) square feet in sign area, shall be allowed in all districts.  
The maximum height for these signs shall be six (6) feet unless otherwise 
required by applicable law. 

 
(j) Machinery and equipment signs.  Machinery and equipment signs shall be 

allowed in all districts. 
 

(k) Temporary construction signs.  One temporary construction sign shall be 
allowed on each parcel within the City.  Temporary construction signs 
shall not exceed six (6) square feet in sign area, and six (6) feet in height 
for residential properties, and thirty-two (32) square feet in sign area, and 
ten (10) feet in height for nonresidential properties.  

         
(l) Temporary real estate signs.  For each parcel within the City, one 

temporary real estate sign may be displayed on each frontage per parcel of 
land.  However, when more than one dwelling unit or non-residential 
space on a parcel of land is for sale, lease, or rent, there shall only be one 
temporary window or attached real estate sign for each such unit or space 
that is separately owned.  Temporary real estate signs shall not exceed 
three (3) square feet in sign area, and three (3) feet in height for residential 
properties, and sixteen square (16) feet in sign area, and six (6) feet in 
height for nonresidential properties.  The temporary real estate sign shall 
be removed immediately upon the sale, lease or rent of the real estate that 
was offered for sale, lease, or rent.  

 
(m) Temporary garage-yard sale signs.  For each parcel within the City, one 

temporary garage-yard sale sign may be displayed on each frontage per 
parcel of land.  However, the sign shall only be displayed on the parcel of 
land upon which the garage sale is taking place.  A temporary garage-yard 
sale sign shall not exceed three (3) square feet in sign area, and three (3) 
feet in height.  A temporary garage-yard sale sign may not be displayed 
for a period longer than two days during any calendar month and shall be 
removed upon the conclusion of the sale. 

 
(n) Temporary window signs.  For each parcel within the City, one or more 

temporary window signs may be displayed on the inside of the window.  
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On parcels that are in residential use, the temporary window sign(s) shall 
not exceed an aggregate of three (3) square feet in sign area.  On parcels 
that are in non-residential use, the temporary window sign(s) shall not 
exceed an aggregate of twenty-four (24) square feet in sign area.  
Temporary window signs shall not cover more than twenty-five percent of 
any window surface. 

 
(o) Temporary holiday and seasonal decorations.  Temporary holiday and 

seasonal decorations shall be allowed in all districts. 
 

(p) Temporary valet parking station signs.  One temporary valet parking 
station sign no more than three (3) square feet in sign area, and not more 
than three (3) feet in height, shall be allowed on each parcel where the 
valet station is located.  The temporary valet parking station sign shall 
only be visible during hours that the valet is operating, and shall be located 
on the same parcel as the valet station. 

 
(q) Bus stop informational signs.  Bus stop informational signs up to three (3) 

square feet in area shall be allowed in all districts.  These signs shall have 
a maximum height of six (6) feet unless otherwise required by applicable 
law. 

 
(r) Temporary banner signs.  Temporary banner signs not exceeding fifteen 

(15) square feet in a residential zone and forty-eight (48) square feet in a 
commercial zone may be displayed on property no more than four times 
per year and up to a maximum of fourteen days per occurrence, with a 
minimum of forty-five days between each occurrence.  No temporary 
banner exceeding fifteen (15) square feet may be displayed without the 
issuance of an banner permit that is based upon guidelines providing 
specific criteria and that are not based upon the content (viewpoint) of the 
banner sign; however, until such criteria are established by resolution or 
other action by this council, no temporary banner sign exceeding fifteen 
square feet in size shall be allowed. 

 
Secs. 66-162--66-180. Reserved.  
 
DIVISION 2. DIMENSIONS  
 

Sec. 66-181. Computation of sign dimensions generally.  
 
The computation of sign dimensions shall be as set forth in this division and in section 
66-183.  
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Sec. 66-182. Computation of total permitted sign area.  
 
(a)     Freestanding signs.  

 
(1)     Except as otherwise specifically stated in this Chapter, Tthe permitted sign area for 
freestanding signs shall be based upon 1 1/2 square feet for each linear foot of zone lot 
frontage.  
 
(2)     A freestanding sign shall be allowed to have an additional two square feet per sign 
face, provided that this allowance is used exclusively for the street address number, 
numbers or number range, depicted in arabic numbers. The public purpose for the address 
is to assist the traveling public to locate specific places and to assist public safety and 
emergency service vehicles to rapidly locate addresses.  
 
(b)     Attached signs.  

 
(1)     Except as otherwise specifically stated in this Chapter, Tthe permitted sign area for 
attached signs shall be based upon 1 1/2 square feet for each linear foot of zone lot 
frontage, with a specified maximum for each respective land use, whichever is less.  
 
(2)     An attached sign shall be allowed to have an additional two square feet per sign for 
residential usage and an additional eight square feet for nonresidential usage, provided 
that this allowance is used exclusively for the street address number, numbers or number 
range depicted in arabic numbers a minimum of three inches in height. The public 
purpose for the address is to assist the traveling public to locate specific places and to 
assist public safety and emergency service vehicles to rapidly locate addresses.  
 
(c)     Multiple-frontage lots. Zone lots fronting two or more streets are allowed the 
permitted signage for each frontage, but signage cannot be accumulated and used on one 
street in excess of that allowed for the zone lot based on that one street frontage.  
 

Sec. 66-183. Computation of sign area.  
 
(a)     The area of a sign shall be computed on the basis of the smallest square, circle, 
rectangle, other geometric figure, or combination thereof, that will encompass the 
extreme limits of the writing, representation, emblem, lighting or other display, together 
with any material, color or border trim forming an integral part of the background of the 
display or used to differentiate the sign from the backdrop or structure against which it is 
placed.  
 
(b)     The area of a sign shall be computed on a per-sign-face basis and all requirements 
with respect to sign area reference the area of a single face of a sign. A double-faced sign 
shall be permitted to have the allowed area for a single-faced sign on each of the two 
faces of the double-faced sign.  
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Sec. 66-184. Computation of sign height.  
 
(a)     The height of a freestanding sign shall be computed as the distance from the base of 
the sign at ground level to the top of any portion of the sign structure. In cases where the 
ground level cannot reasonably be determined, sign height shall be derived on the 
assumption that the elevation of the ground at the base of the sign is equal to the average 
elevation at the front property line of the zone lot.  
 
(b)     If a freestanding sign is on a parcel contiguous to an overpass or elevated road 
(excluding service roads) from which the sign is designed to be viewed, the height of the 
sign shall be measured from the highest point of the overpass or elevated road at the 
crown of the roadway surface to the top of the sign, this highest point to be determined by 
the average elevation between the perpendicular extension of the contiguous zone lot 
lines on which the sign is to be located, as such lot lines intersect the overpass or elevated 
road.  
 

Sec. 66-185. Computation of visual clearance and sight triangle.  
 
To ensure adequate sight distance at the intersection of two public roadways and at the 
intersection of a public roadway and an accessway or driveway, the visual clearance and 
sight triangle shall conform to the criteria of the state department of transportation's 
manual of uniform minimum standards for design, construction, and maintenance for 
streets and highways.  
 
 Secs. 66-186--66-205. Reserved.  
 
DIVISION 3. PERMITTED SIGNS AND STANDARDS BY LAND USE 
CLASSIFICATIONS  
 

Subdivision I. In General  
 

Sec. 66-206. Purpose and procedure.  
 
(a)     It is the intent of this division to regulate signs consistent with the land use 
classification that establishes the character of the area in which the signs are located.  
 
(b)     The city shall establish a definitive categorization, by land use plan or zoning 
district, to correlate such designations with the major land use classifications of the city's 
future land use plan.  
 
(c)     Within the major commercial land use classification, the differentiation between the 
commercial subcategories of neighborhood commercial and general commercial, shall be 
found in this division under subdivision V, relating to commercial land use classification.  
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Sec. 66-207. General requirements.  
 
(a)     Signs on public property. Signs shall not be located on publicly owned land or 
easements or inside street rights-of-way except signs required or erected by permission of 
an authorized governmental agency. Signs shall include but not be limited to handbills, 
posters, advertisements or notices that are attached in any way upon lampposts, telephone 
poles, utility poles, bridges and sidewalks.  
 
(b)     Display of governmental signs. Nothing in this division shall be construed to 
prevent or limit the display of legal notices, warnings, informational, directional, traffic 
or other such signs that are legally required or necessary for the essential functions of 
governmental agencies.  
 
(c)     Removal of signs. All signs shall be moved by the owner of the sign at no expense 
to the city when the signs are within any public property, including an existing right-of-
way. Nothing shall prohibit a duly authorized local official from removing a sign from 
public property.  
 
(d)     Compliance with technical codes. All signs shall comply with applicable building 
and electrical code requirements.  
 
(e)     Illumination.  

 
(1)     The light from any illuminated sign shall be shaded, shielded or directed away from 
adjoining residential and nonresidential parcels.  
 
(2)     No sign shall have blinking, flashing or fluttering lights or other illumination 
device that has a changing light intensity, brightness, color or direction.  
 
(3)     No colored lights shall be used at any location or in any manner so as to be 
confused with or construed as traffic control devices.  
(4)     Neither the direct nor the reflected light from primary light sources shall create a 
traffic hazard to operators of motor vehicles on public thoroughfares.  
  
Secs. 66-2087--66-230. Reserved.  
 

Subdivision II. Residential Land Use Classifications  
 

Sec. 66-231. Permitted signs.  
 
 The following types of signs are permitted in residential land use classifications, 
as depicted on the city's future land use plan map.  
 
(1)     Subdivision signs Permanent Monument Identification Signs located within one 
hundred feet of a residential subdivision entrance to which it pertains for residential areas 
shall be permitted only as follows:   
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a.     Number. A maximum of one sign is permitted for each platted subdivision or 
property entrance.  
 
b.     Area. The maximum area shall be 24 square feet per sign face.  
 
c.     Height. The maximum height for a freestanding sign is six feet.  
 
d.     Setbacks. There shall be a minimum setback of ten feet from the leading edge of the 
sign to the property line unless attached to a subdivision wall.  
 
(2)     Garage or yard sale signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
a.     Area. The maximum area for any sign shall be four square feet per sign face.  
 
b.     Time of display. No sign shall be displayed for more than 48 hours.  
 
(3)(2)     Home occupational signs in residential districts shall be permitted only as 
follows:  
 
a.     Number. A maximum of one attached sign is permitted.  
 
b.     Area. The maximum area of the sign shall be one square foot per sign face.  
 
(4)     Residential identification signs (nameplate) shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
a.     Number. A maximum of one attached sign is permitted.  
 
b.     Area. The maximum area of the sign shall be one square foot per sign face.  
 
(5)     Small, off-premises signs that are for public/semipublic purposes and are 
directional only, as per section 66-9(13).  
 
(3) Non-commercial onsite directional signs.  Non-commercial onsite directional 
signs, not exceeding three (3) square feet in sign area, and three (3) feet in height shall be 
allowed on each parcel or lot.  These signs may not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in the 
aggregate. 
 
(4)     Signs for public/semipublic land uses shall be in accordance with the provisions of 
section 66-256.  
 
Secs. 66-232--66-255. Reserved.  
 

 
 
 



 

 60

Subdivision III. Public/Semipublic Land Use Classifications  
 

Sec. 66-256. Permitted signs.  
 
The following types of signs are permitted in public/semipublic land use classifications, 
as depicted on the city's future land use plan map:  
 
(1) Non-commercial onsite directional signs.  Non-commercial onsite directional 
signs, not exceeding three (3) square feet in sign area, and three (3) feet in height shall be 
allowed on each parcel or lot.  These signs may not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in the 
aggregate.  
 
(2)     Freestanding signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
a.     Number. A maximum of one sign per zone lot is permitted. One additional sign may 
be permitted for each additional street frontage. For parcels with over 500 feet of street 
frontage on one right-of-way, one additional freestanding sign may be permitted, such 
additional sign to be spaced at least 300 feet from the other.  
 
b.     Area. The total maximum area for any freestanding sign or signs shall be that area 
calculated according to section 66-182 (a) or 48 square feet per sign face, whichever is 
less.  
 
c.     Height. The maximum height for a freestanding sign shall be 12 feet.  
 
d.     Setbacks. Setbacks shall be a minimum of ten feet from the property line to the 
leading edge of the sign.  
 
(3)     Attached signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
a.     Number. A maximum of two signs per zone lot is permitted.  
 
b.     Area. The maximum total area for all attached signs shall be that area calculated 
according to section 66-182 (b) or 48 square feet, whichever is less.  
 
c.     Permitted signs. The following attached signs may be permitted, provided the 
cumulative area of the attached signs does not exceed the maximum area according to 
subsection b. above:  
 
 1.     Wall sign and any associated lighting.  
 

2.     Canopy or awning sign. Canopy or awing sign may be permitted in lieu of a 
wall or window sign.  Such canopy or awning and signage square footage 
combined shall not exceed the total permissible square footage for a wall or 
window sign.   
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 3.     Permanent window sign.  
 
 4.     Projecting sign.  
 
Secs. 66-257--66-280. Reserved.  
 

 
Subdivision IV. Mixed Use Classifications  
 

Sec. 66-281. Generally.  
 
Within the mixed use classification, the city will apply the sign standards specified in 
section 66-282 based on the actual type of use to which the sign pertains, i.e. residential, 
office or commercial. It shall further be the prerogative of the city to determine which 
commercial subcategory, i.e., neighborhood, general, etc., applies to the commercial use 
within the mixed use classification, which determination shall be made consistent with 
the provisions of section 66-206(c).  
 

Sec. 66-282. Permitted signs.  
 
(a)     Generally. The types of signs specified in subsections (b) and (c) of this section are 
permitted in mixed use (office land use) land use classifications as depicted on the city's 
future land use map.  
 
(b)     Freestanding signs. Freestanding signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
(1)     Number. A maximum of one sign per zone lot is permitted. One additional sign 
may be permitted for each additional street frontage. For parcels with over 500 feet of 
street frontage on one right-of-way, one additional freestanding sign may be permitted, 
such additional sign to be spaced at least 300 feet from the other.  
 
(2)     Area. The total maximum area for any freestanding sign or signs shall be that area 
calculated according to section 66-182(a) or 40 50 square feet per sign face, whichever is 
less. The total area of the freestanding sign plus ground supports shall not exceed 60 
square feet.  
 
(3)     Height. The maximum height for a freestanding sign is 12 feet.  
 
(4)     Setbacks. There shall be a minimum setback of ten feet from the property line to 
the leading edge of the sign. A freestanding sign shall not be located within any yard 
setback that is directly contiguous to or abuts a property zoned ER, R-2, R-3 or R-4 RR, 
RE, RS, RL or RU.  
 
(5)     Time and temperature signs. The maximum area, for the time and temperature 
portion only, shall be 20 square feet per sign face.   
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(6)     Flags. Flags containing a corporate name or logo shall be part of the computation 
of allowable area for freestanding signs.  
 
(c)     Attached signs. Attached signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
(1)     Area. The maximum total area for all attached signs shall be that area calculated 
according to section 66-182(b) or 50 square feet, whichever is less.  
 
(2)     Permitted signs. The following attached signs may be permitted, provided the 
cumulative area of the attached signs does not exceed the maximum area according to 
subsection (1) above:  
 
a.     Wall sign.  
 
b.     Canopy or awning sign. Canopy or awing sign may be permitted in lieu of a wall or 
window sign.  Such canopy or awning and signage square footage combined shall not 
exceed the total permissible square footage for a wall or window sign.   
 
c.     Permanent window sign.  
 
d.     Projecting sign.  
 
(3)     Time and temperature signs. The maximum area for the time and temperature 
portion only shall be 20 square feet per sign face.  
 
(4)     Directory/information signs. Directory/information signs shall be permitted only as 
follows:  
 
a.     Number. The number of directory/information signs shall be limited to two (2).  
 
b.     Area. The maximum area for a directory/information sign shall be 25 square feet per 
sign face for one sign, with a total of 50 square feet per zone lot.  
 
(5)     Residential land use. See section 66-231 et seq.  
 
(6)     Commercial land use. See section 66-306 et seq.  
 
(7)     Off-premises signs. Off-premises directional signs for public/semipublic purposes 
are permitted in accordance with section 66-9(13).  

 
(7) Non-commercial onsite directional signs.  Non-commercial onsite directional 
signs, not exceeding three (3) square feet in sign area, and three (3) feet in height shall be 
allowed on each parcel or lot.  These signs may not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in the 
aggregate.  
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(8)     Public/semipublic uses. Public/semipublic land uses shall follow the sign 
provisions of section 66-256.  
 
Secs. 66-283--66-305. Reserved.  
 

 
Subdivision V. Commercial Land Use Classifications  
 
Sec. 66-306. Generally.  
 
 Within the commercial classification, the city will apply the sign standards 
specified in section 66-307 based on a determination as to which commercial 
subcategory, i.e. neighborhood, general or limited applies to a given commercial 
classification within the city, which determination shall be made consistent with the 
provisions of section 66-206 (b) and (c).  
 

Sec. 66-307. Permitted signs.  
 
(a)     Generally. The types of signs specified in subsections (b) and (c) of this section are 
permitted in commercial land use classifications, as depicted on the citywide future land 
use plan map.  
 
(b)     Neighborhood commercial subcategory.  

 
(1)     Freestanding signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
a.     Number. A maximum of one sign per zone lot is permitted. One additional sign may 
be permitted for each additional street frontage. For parcels with over 500 feet of street 
frontage on one right-of-way, one additional freestanding sign may be permitted, such 
sign to be spaced at least 300 feet from the other.  
 
b.     Area. The total maximum area for any freestanding sign or signs shall be that area 
calculated according to section 66-182 (a) or 50 75 square feet per sign face, whichever is 
less.  
 
c.     Height. The maximum height for a freestanding sign is 12 15 feet.  
 
d.     Setbacks. A minimum of ten feet setback from the property line to the leading edge 
of the sign is required. Those signs set back an additional ten feet shall be permitted an 
increased allowance for height and sign area of ten percent.  
 
e.     Time and temperature signs. The maximum area for the time and temperature 
portions only shall be 20 square feet per sign face.  
 
f.     Flags. Flags containing a corporate name or logo shall be part of the computation of 
allowable area for freestanding signs.  
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(f) Menu display - one attached menu display sign of no more than six (6) square feet 
of sign face area, located at the entrance, or service window of a restaurant, and one 
freestanding drive-through menu sign.  The drive-through menu sign shall be placed so as 
to be viewed from the drive-through lane and shall contain only a listing of products 
offered for sale by the business with prices and may provide a mechanism for ordering 
products while viewing the drive-through menu sign. The drive-through menu sign shall 
have a surface area not exceeding forty (40) square feet. The top of the sign and its 
surrounding or supporting framing/structure shall not exceed nine (9) feet above ground 
level. The drive-in menu sign lettering will be no larger than necessary in order to be read 
from a vehicle located in the drive-through lane.  Drive-in restaurants may have one 
additional attached sign, not exceeding six (6) square feet in total sign area, per drive in 
stall or bay. 
 
(g) Gasoline pumps - Gasoline service stations shall be permitted pump signage per 
pump as follows: two single-sided or one double-sided gasoline price sign not to exceed 
one (1) square foot per sign face. 
 
(2)     Attached signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
a.     Area. The maximum total area for all attached signs shall be that area calculated 
according to section 66-182 (b) or 50 75 square feet, whichever is less.  
 
b.     Permitted signs. The following attached signs may be permitted, provided the 
cumulative area of the attached signs does not exceed the maximum area according to 
section 66-182:  
 
1.     Wall sign.  
 
2.     Canopy or awning sign. Canopy or awing sign may be permitted in lieu of a wall or 
window sign.  Such canopy or awning and signage square footage combined shall not 
exceed the total permissible square footage for a wall or window sign.   
 
3.     Permanent window sign.  
 
4.     Projecting sign.  
 
c.     Tube graphics. The city will permit in addition to the allowable attached signage 
area, one linear foot of tube graphics for each linear front footage of building or 
appropriate portion of the building, with a maximum footage equal to the allowable 
square footage in the respective land use category. This extra allowance shall only be 
used as a linear display and not as a second conventional attached sign.  
 
d.     Time and temperature signs. The maximum area for the time and temperature 
portion only shall be 20 square feet per sign face.  
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(3)     Off-premises directional signs for public/semipublic purposes are permitted in 
accordance with section 66-9(13).  
 
(3) Non-commercial onsite directional signs.  Non-commercial onsite directional 
signs, not exceeding three (3) square feet in sign area, and three (3) feet in height shall be 
allowed on each parcel or lot.  These signs may not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in the 
aggregate.  
 
(3)(4)     Public/semipublic land uses shall follow the sign provisions of section 66-256.  
 
(c)     General commercial subcategory.  

 
(1)     Freestanding signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
a.     Number. A maximum of one sign per zone lot is permitted. One additional sign may 
be permitted for each additional street frontage. For parcels with over 500 feet of street 
frontage on one right-of-way, one additional freestanding sign may be permitted, such 
additional sign to be spaced at least 300 feet from the other.  
 
b.     Area. The total maximum area for any freestanding sign or signs shall be that area 
calculated according to section 66-182 (a) or 150 100 square feet per sign face, 
whichever is less.  
 
c.     Height. Maximum height for a ground sign is 25 20 feet.  
 
d.     Setbacks. A minimum setback of ten feet from the property line to the leading edge 
of the sign is required. For each additional ten-foot setback, the applicant shall be 
permitted an additional ten percent for area and height not to exceed 30 percent.  
 
e.     Time and temperature signs. The maximum area for the time and temperature 
portion only shall be 20 square feet per sign face  
 
f.     Theater/movie announcement sign. These signs are allowed in the Commercial 
General district, with one additional sign for listing. The maximum size is 100 square 
feet.  
 
g.     Flags. Flags containing a corporate name or logo shall be part of the computation of 
the allowable area for ground signs.  
 
(g) Menu display - one attached menu display sign of no more than six (6) square feet 
of sign face area, located at the entrance, or service window of a restaurant, and one 
freestanding drive-through menu sign.  The drive-through menu sign shall be placed so as 
to be viewed from the drive-through lane and shall contain only a listing of products 
offered for sale by the business with prices and may provide a mechanism for ordering 
products while viewing the drive-through menu sign. The drive-through menu sign shall 
have a surface area not exceeding forty (40) square feet. The top of the sign and its 
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surrounding or supporting framing/structure shall not exceed nine (9) feet above ground 
level. The drive-in menu sign lettering will be no larger than necessary in order to be read 
from a vehicle located in the drive-through lane.  Drive-in restaurants may have one 
additional attached sign, not exceeding six (6) square feet in total sign area, per drive in 
stall or bay. 
 
(h) Gasoline pumps - Gasoline service stations shall be permitted pump signage per 
pump as follows: two single-sided or one double-sided gasoline price sign not to exceed 
one (1) square foot per sign face. 
 
(2)     Attached signs shall be permitted as follows:  
 
a.     Area. The maximum total area for all attached signs shall be that area calculated 
according to section 66-182 (b), or 150 100 square feet, whichever is less. Structures or 
portions of structures with a single occupant or single use utilizing in excess of 250 linear 
front feet may exceed the allowable square footage in increments of 25 square feet, 
maximum of three increments. To gain the next increment, the applicant must have at 
least half an increment or 12 1/2 linear feet.  
 
b.     Permitted signs. The following attached signs may be permitted, provided the 
cumulative area of the attached signs does not exceed the maximum area according to 
subsection (2) a. above:  
 
1.     Wall sign.  
 
2.     Canopy or awning sign. Canopy or awing sign may be permitted in lieu of a wall or 
window sign.  Such canopy or awning and signage square footage combined shall not 
exceed the total permissible square footage for a wall or window sign.   
 
3.     Permanent window sign.  
 
4.     Projecting sign.  
 
c.     Tube graphics. The city will permit in addition to the allowable attached signage 
area one linear foot of tube graphics for each linear front footage of building or 
appropriate portion of the building, with a maximum footage equal to the allowable 
square footage in the respective land use category. This extra allowance shall only be 
used as a linear display and not as a second conventional attached sign.  
 
d.     Time and temperature signs. The maximum area for the time and temperature 
portion only shall not exceed 20 square feet per sign face.  
 
(3)     The maximum area for all gasoline price display signs shall total no more than 24 
square feet per sign face.  
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(4)     Off-premises directional signs for public/semipublic purposes are permitted in 
accordance with section 66-9(13).  
 
(4) Non-commercial onsite directional signs.  Non-commercial onsite directional 
signs, not exceeding three (3) square feet in sign area, and three (3) feet in height shall be 
allowed on each parcel or lot.  These signs may not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in the 
aggregate.  
 
(5)     Public/semipublic land uses shall follow the sign provisions of section 66-256.  
 
Secs. 66-308--66-330. Reserved.  
 

Subdivision VI. Industrial Limited Warehouse Classifications  
 
Sec. 66-331. Permitted signs.  
 
(a)     Generally. The types of signs specified in subsections (b)-(f) of this section are 
permitted in industrial land use classifications, as depicted on the city's future land use 
plan map, and the city's land use plan or zoning district correlation as determined by the 
respective local jurisdiction.  
 
(b)     Freestanding signs. Freestanding signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
(1)     Number. A maximum of one sign per zone lot is permitted. One additional sign 
may be permitted for each additional street frontage. For parcels with over 500 feet of 
street frontage on one right-of-way, one additional freestanding ground sign may be 
permitted. Such additional sign must be spaced at least 300 feet from the other.  
 
(2)     Area. The total maximum area for any ground sign or signs shall be that area 
calculated according to section 66-182 (a) or 75 square feet per sign face, whichever is 
less.  
 
(3)     Height. The maximum height for a ground sign is 25 20 feet.  
 
(4)     Setbacks. A ten-foot minimum setback from the property line to the leading edge of 
the sign is required.  
 
(5)     Time and temperature signs. The maximum area for the time and temperature 
portion only shall be 20 square feet per sign face.  
 
(6)     Flags. Flags containing a corporate name or logo shall be part of the computation 
of the allowable area for ground signs.  
 
(6) Menu display - one attached menu display sign of no more than six (6) square feet 
of sign face area, located at the entrance, or service window of a restaurant, and one 
freestanding drive-through menu sign.  The drive-through menu sign shall be placed so as 
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to be viewed from the drive-through lane and shall contain only a listing of products 
offered for sale by the business with prices and may provide a mechanism for ordering 
products while viewing the drive-through menu sign. The drive-through menu sign shall 
have a surface area not exceeding forty (40) square feet. The top of the sign and its 
surrounding or supporting framing/structure shall not exceed nine (9) feet above ground 
level. The drive-in menu sign lettering will be no larger than necessary in order to be read 
from a vehicle located in the drive-through lane.  Drive-in restaurants may have one 
additional attached sign, not exceeding six (6) square feet in total sign area, per drive in 
stall or bay. 
 
(7) Gasoline pumps - Gasoline service stations shall be permitted pump signage per 
pump as follows: two single-sided or one double-sided gasoline price sign not to exceed 
one (1) square foot per sign face. 
 
(c)     Attached signs. Attached signs shall be permitted only as follows:  
 
(1)     Area. The maximum total area for all attached signs shall be that area calculated 
according to section 66-182 (b) or 75 square feet per sign face, whichever is less.  
 
(2)     Permitted signs. The following attached signs may be permitted, provided the 
cumulative area of the attached signs does not exceed the maximum area according to 
subsection (1) above:  
 
a.     Wall sign.  
 
b.     Canopy or awning sign. Canopy or awing sign may be permitted in lieu of a wall or 
window sign.  Such canopy or awning and signage square footage combined shall not 
exceed the total permissible square footage for a wall or window sign.   
 
c.     Permanent window sign.  
 
d.     Projecting sign.  
 
e.     Integral roof sign.  
 
(3)     Tube graphics. The city will permit, in addition to the allowable attached signage 
area, one linear foot of tube graphics for each linear front footage of building or 
appropriate portion of the building, with a maximum footage equal to the allowable 
square footage in the respective land use category. This extra allowance shall only be 
used as a linear display and not as a second conventional attached sign.  
 
(4)     Time and temperature signs. The maximum area for the time and temperature 
portion only shall be 20 square feet per sign face.  
 
(d)     Gasoline price display signs. The maximum area for all gasoline price display signs 
shall total 24 square feet per sign face.  
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(e)     Off-premises directional signs. Off-premises directional signs for public/semipublic 
purposes are permitted in accordance with section 66-9(13).  
 
(e) Non-commercial onsite directional signs.  Non-commercial onsite directional 
signs, not exceeding three (3) square feet in sign area, and three (3) feet in height shall be 
allowed on each parcel or lot.  These signs may not exceed fifteen (15) square feet in the 
aggregate.  
 
(f)     Public/semipublic land uses. Public/semipublic land uses shall follow the sign 
provisions of section 66-256.  
  
Secs. 66-332--66-355. Reserved.  
 
DIVISION 4. TEMPORARY SIGNS  
 
Sec. 66-356. Where allowed.  
 
Temporary signs are allowed throughout the city, subject to the restrictions imposed by 
this division and other relevant parts of this land development code.  
 
Sec. 66-357. Sign types allowed.  
 
A temporary sign may be a freestanding or attached sign but may not be an electric sign.  
 
Sec. 66-358. Removal of illegal temporary signs.  
 
Any temporary sign not complying with the requirements of this division is illegal and 
subject to immediate removal.  
 
Sec. 66-359. Restrictions on content of temporary signs.  
 
A temporary sign must have a permit from the city. A temporary sign may display any 
message so long as it is not:  
 
(1)     Advertising as defined by this land development code, except advertising for the 
following purposes may be displayed:  
a.     To indicate that an owner, either personally or through an agent, is actively 
attempting to sell, rent or lease the property on which the sign is located.  
 
b.     To indicate the grand opening of a business or other activity. Such message may be 
displayed for a period not exceeding 14 days within the first three months that the 
occupancy is open for business.  
 
c.     To identify construction in progress. Such message shall not be displayed more than 
60 days prior to the beginning of actual construction of the project and shall be removed 
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when construction is completed. If a message is displayed pursuant to this subsection, but 
construction is not initiated within 60 days after the message is displayed, or if 
construction is discontinued for a period of more than 60 days, the message shall be 
removed, pending initiation or continuation of construction activities.  
 
d.     To indicate the existence of a new business, or a business in a new location; if such 
business has no permanent signs, such message may be displayed for a period of not 
more than 30 days or until installation of permanent signs, whichever shall occur first.  
 
e.     To announce or advertise such temporary uses as fairs, carnivals, circuses, revivals, 
sporting events, flea markets, or any other public, charitable, educational or religious 
event or function. Such message shall be removed within five days after the special event.  
 
Sec. 66-360. Permissible size, height and number of temporary signs.  
 
(a)     One-family and two-family residences. A parcel on which is located a single one-
family or two-family residence may display one temporary sign, which shall not exceed 
six square feet in area nor exceed six feet in height.  
 
(b)     Three-family and four-family residences. A parcel on which is located a single 
three-family or four-family residence may display not more than two temporary signs 
with an aggregate sign area of not more than 12 square feet. No individual sign shall 
exceed six square feet nor exceed six feet in height.  
 
(c)     On all other parcels. All other parcels may display one square foot of temporary 
signage per ten feet of frontage up to a maximum of 100 square feet. No individual sign 
shall exceed 32 square feet nor exceed ten feet in height. Signs must be spaced at least 
100 feet apart.  
  
Secs. 66-3610--66-3901. Reserved.  
 
ARTICLE IV. ILLUSTRATIONS  
 
Sec. 66-391. Purpose.  
Except where otherwise provided, the illustrations in this section are for purposes of 
interpreting the application of provisions of this chapter. Where found to be in conflict 
with specific provisions of this chapter, the provisions of this chapter shall prevail.  
 
Illustration--ms 1648  
 
Illustration--ms 1649  
 
Illustration--ms 1650  
 
Illustration--ms 1651  
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Illustration--ms 1652  
 
Illustration--ms 1653  
 
Illustration--ms 1654  
Illustration--ms 1655  
 
Illustration--ms 1656  
 
Illustration--ms 1657  
 
Illustration--ms 1658  
 
Illustration--ms 1659  
 
Illustration--ms 1660  
 
Illustration--ms 1661  
 
Illustration--ms 1662  
 
Examples:  
 
262' Linear Feet  
TABLE INSET:  
   

 
Stone's  

Grocery   

 
No increment--only the 150 square feet of signage   

  
263' Linear Feet  
TABLE INSET:  
   

 
Rock's  

Grocery   

 
One (1) increment or 175 square feet of signage   

  
480' Linear Feet  
TABLE INSET:  
   

 
Boulden's  

Grocery   

 
Three (3) increments or the maximum 225 square feet   
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DIVISION 4.   SEVERABILITY 
 
Sec.  66-356.  In General.  
  
 If any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, 
term, or word of this Chapter is declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree 
of any court of competent jurisdiction, the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall 
not affect any other part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, 
clause, term, or word of this article. 
 
Sec.  66-357.  Severability where less speech results.   
 
 Without diminishing or limiting in any way the declaration of severability set 
forth above in section 66-356, or elsewhere in this Chapter, this Code, or any adopting 
ordinance, if any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, 
clause, term, or word of this Chapter is declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or 
decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, the declaration of such unconstitutionality 
shall not affect any other part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, 
phrase, clause, term, or word of this Chapter, even if such severability would result in a 
situation where there would be less speech, whether by subjecting previously exempt 
signs to permitting or otherwise. 
 

Sec.  66-358.  Severability of provisions pertaining to prohibited signs.   
 
 Without diminishing or limiting in any way the declaration of severability set 
forth above in section 66-356, or elsewhere in this Chapter, this Code, or any adopting 
ordinance, if any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, 
clause, term, or word of this article or any other law is declared unconstitutional by the 
valid judgment or decree of any court of competent jurisdiction, the declaration of such 
unconstitutionality shall not affect any other part, section, subsection, paragraph, 
subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term, or word of this Chapter that pertains to 
prohibited signs, including specifically those signs and sign-types prohibited and not 
allowed under section 66-8 of this Chapter.  Furthermore, if any part, section, subsection, 
paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term, or word of section 66-10 is 
declared unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall not affect any other part, 
section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, term, or word of 
section 66-8. 

 
Sec.  66-359.  Severability of prohibition on billboards.   
 
 If any part, section, subsection, paragraph, subparagraph, sentence, phrase, clause, 
term, or word of this article and/or any other Code provisions and/or laws are declared 
invalid or unconstitutional by the valid judgment or decree of any court of competent 
jurisdiction, the declaration of such unconstitutionality shall not affect the prohibition on 
billboards as contained in this Chapter and Code. 
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Section 2: Effective Date. 
 
This ordinance shall take effect immediately upon passage.   
 
 
 
 
APPROVED ON FIRST READING: __________________ 
 
PUBLISHED: ______________________ 
 
PASSED AND ADOPTED ON 
SECOND AND FINAL READING: __________________________ 
 
 
 
 

______________________________ 
JAMES JOHNSON, MAYOR 

 
 
ATTEST: 
 
_________________________________ 

 
 


